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PREFACE. 



"IHERE it not any 
7* $ Speculation , which 

greeable Pleajure to 
the Mind , than that of be- 
holding front what QbfcUre, and. 
Mean Beginnings , the inojl Po- 
lite and Entertaining Arts have 

A 3 rifen 
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rifen to be the Admiration and 
Delight of Mankind. To pur- 
fue them up to the mojl Ab- 
ftrnfc Fountains , and then to 
iiiere by what Steps they arife 
to PerfcSion j does net only ex- 
tile an Amaxement at their In- 
creafe ; but an Impatient Ve/ire 
of Inventing fomc Nerv Snbjetl, 
to be improvd and advanced by 
Pojlerity. 

Tlie frjl Occajion of Intro- 
ducing Romance into the 
World , was , without Difpute, 
to mollify the Rigour of Pre- 
cepts, by the Allurements of Ex- 
ample. Where the Mind can't 
be fubdued into Virtue, by Rea- 
fon and Philosophy J nothing can 
infiu- 
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influence it more , than to pre- 
sent to it the Snccefs and Feli- 
city , which Crowns the fmftut 
ef what's Great and Honourable. 
As the Poet very elegantly at- 
hides to Homer j 

Qui quid fit pulchrum, quid turpc, 
[quid utile, quid non 

Pfcnius & melius, Chryfippo & 
[Xrantore dicit. 

And fince tit all Ages there were 
very few real Inflames , ft to 
be- frofofed for Exatt Patterns 
of Imitation J the Ingenious Fa- 
bulift was forced to fupply them 
out of hit own Invention, 

A 4 Hence 
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Hence it appears , that the 
Original of Romance w 
very Ancient j fmce this Way 
of Promoting Virtue has been re* 
reived in the Earlicfl Ages J as 
U evident front the firjl Re- 
cords of Mankind. And as it 
frauds very remote from Modern 
Ages j Jo, That it is f/und out, 
imijl lie an High Satisfaction to 
the Curious ill Antiquity. 

"Upon this Account, They are 
•very much indebted to tlie La- 
bour and Penetration of Hue- 
tius j rpho has, trith the great- 
efl Accuracy and Judgment , 
traced the Subject he undertook 
to lllujlrate, till be found it in 
its 
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its Infamy , involved in the 
■ "Umbrage of Fable , and per- 
plexed in the Folds of Myftcry ^ 
.and Riddle. 

This Task was enjoined Him 
( He informs us, ) by his 'Ac- 
quaintance and Friend, 'Moiifieur**^ r 
Segrais ; a Gentleman very in- 
timately verfed in all Polite 
Learning ', and admirably well 
qualified, to "Difcern and Judge, 
upon the SubjcB of R. o M A N- 
c I s ; face He had dijeovcr'd 
himfelf to be a Cotnpleat Majler 
in the Art , by fever al inimita- 
ble Productions of that Nature, 
which he publifted in . the Lan- 
guage of his Country : A Coun- 
try , Famous for all Sorts of 
A 5 Velight- 
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^Delightful Amufewent, and ff 
during Mttt of the Qiiiciejl Jf- 
frehenfioit, and Streng Trofenft- 
ty to the Advancement of Let- 
ters ; ae aff ears from the La- 
boms of the Learned of that 
Nation j among y/boiH , Huetius 
has the Honour not to be the Lew 
tji in Ejleem. 

this Modejl Encomium may 
pofpbly be thought Profufe, «J>- 
m the Author of fo invaluable 
a Treatife at the following ; 
but, 

In tcnui labor ;, at tenuis non glo- 

[ria ; fi quera 

Nununa fceva fount, auditque voca- 

Qtus Apollo. 

Vuo, 
And 
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And, in my Opinion, the Man 
who acquits himjclf well of the 
Province he undertakes , ( the 1 
of {mall Importance ) deserves 
as much , as He who has been 
more Fortunate in the Choice of 
a SubjeH for his application. 

Without doubt, Huetius was 
fenfible of this J otherwife he 
would have bcjiowcd his Time 
to a better Account, pnce He 
had before approved himfelf ve- 
ry well to the World, by his 
Ingenious Performances in Di- 
vinity , and other Learning. 
And I date ajfert , that none 
of his Labours have contribu- 
ted moil to his Reputation, than 
bit 
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bis Accurate Difqnifition into 
tbe Original of Romances. 

For if it has not improved, 
It bos certainly mlargd bis Fame j 
bccaufe It is Recommended to 
the World , in Tjvo of the mofl 
Extenfivc Languages Known in 
it i 1 mean, Latin and French : 
So that I ba<ve no great Reaj'on 
to fear its being well received 
in Engliih : Efpccially fuice Ro- 
mance bos of late convc/d it 
felf very far into tbe Fjlecm of 
this Nation , and is become tbe 
Principal Viverfion of tbe Re* 
tirement of People of all. Condi- 
tion*. 

And 
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And (tW we have been hi. 
therto, for the mojl part, fupply'd 
withTranflalions front the French) 
it is to be hoped, that we won't 
any longer (ubfifl upon Revcrfe ; 
but that fome Englifli Genius 
will dare to Naturalise Romance 
into our Soil ; which ( I don't 
doubt _) it will agree with at 
well as that of a 'Neighbouring 
Country ; lime we are acknow- 
ledged to be very Ingenious, in 
Improving Foreign Inventions. 

to promote this Dcfign , the 
Reader will find in the follow- 
ing Treatifc , the Be ft InJfruUi- 
ons for Compofing \\ o m a n- 
CII,.n>/lli all Necejfary Dif- 
pofitions 
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f options for the PerfcSion Cj 
the Art. jind bccaufe the on- 
ly Way to a Right Judgmcni 
upon mr own, is to Compart 
them with the Performances oj 
ether Men ; Our Author has, 
with Great Perfpicnity and Clear- 
nefs, illujirated the Beauties, and 
pointed out the Deficiencies , oj 
the Bejl Prodit&ions of this Kind; 
and, according to the Direction of 
the Poet, 

^— -mifcuit utile dulci. 
Hon. 

I have no more to add, by 

way of Preface ; but to hope 

the Original has not fuffer'd, by 

Transition into English : If it 

has; 
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hat ; This , I frefnme , it not 
the frft Cafe , where a Good 
Dcfign hit atottd for fmue flight 
ImperfeSiout in the Tnfeatim 
'fit. 
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RIG IN AL- 

O F 

ROMANCES. 

SIR, 
|f *^§ OUR Curiofity and 
••» Y «• Dcfire to be inform'd 

~A*M. u f rh < :0ri £ i "' ,l <>f K «- 
manees, is both Reafonable and 
Natural, fince you Excel in the 
Art of Compofing them.' I 
A wiflt 
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willi I may difcovcr the fame 
Perfection in the Hiftory I now 

'• fend you of 'cm. 

At prefent my Books are nol 

■ with me, and my Thoughts art 
taken up with Matters of a very 
different Nature. I am fatisfy'd 
«f the Labour and Difficulty oi 
Rich an Attempt , fince 'tis nei- 
ther Provence, nor Spain, as fomc 
are of Opinion , that we (hall 
find to have given Birth to this 
agreeable Amufethen't : We mud 
in the Purfuit of it, enquire in- 
to the reinoteft Countries , and 
derive our Account from the 
moft Latent Part of Antiquity. 
However, I muft gratify your 
Requeft, fince our continu'd and 
ftrifl Friendlhip gives you a 
Right to demand, and diverts mc 
of 
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of the Power to deny you any 
Thing. ( 

The' Name of Romance was 
formerly extended not only to 
Profe but Verfe ; Giraldi and Ti- 
jMjin their Trcatifcsrfc Romami, 
1'carcc mention any Other, and 
lay down the Bayardos and kriojfa 
for Inftances of their Opinion. 
But thcCuftom of this Age pre- 
vails to the contrary ; fo that we 
cfteem nothing to be properly: 
Romance but Fictions of Love 
Adventures, difpofed into an 
Elegant Style in l'rofc, for the. 
Delight and InftrucVion of the 1 
Reader. 1 ; ! . ' ' 

I call them Fictions , to dif- 

criminate them from True Hi-' 

ftories| and I add, of Love Ad-' 

ventures, becaufe Love ought to 

A a be 
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be the Principal Subject of Ro- 
mance. It is required to be in 
Profe by the Humour of the 
Times. It muft be compos'd 
with Art and Elegance , left it 
fhould appear to be a rude undi- 
gefted Mail , without Order or 
Beauty. 

The principal End of Ko- 
nuitce, or at Icaft what ought 
to be fo, and is chiefly to be re- 
garded by the Author^ is the In- 
ftnifiion of the Reader ; before 
whom he muft prefent Virtue 
fuccefsful, and Vice inDifgracc; 
but bcraufc the Mind of Man 
naturally hates to be infbrmM, 
and ( by the Influence of Self- 
Conceit) rcfifts Inftrufiion j 'tis 
to be deceived by the Blandifli? 
ments of Plcafurc ; and the Ri- 
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r;or of Precept is to be fubdued 
by the Allurements of Exam- 
ple. Thus we regulate our own 
Dcfifts, and at the fame Time 
condemn them in others. 

Thus it appears, That the En- 
tertainment of the Reader , 
which the Ingenious Romancer 
feems chiefly to defign, is fub- 
ordinatc to his Principal Aim, 
which is the InftrucVion of the 
Mind, and Correction of Man- 
ners ; and the Beauty of a Ro- 
mance (lands or falls according 
to its Attention to this Definiti- 
on and End. 

Tis with an Account of this 
Sort that I (hall endeavour to 
entertain you, and I hope your 
Curiolity extends no farther. 

A 3 I (lull 
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• I (hall not therefore in this 
Place take Romances in Verfc, 
much lefs Epic Poems, which bc- 
fidc the Difference of their 
Style, are compos'd of very dif- 
ferent Eflentials which diftin- 
guifh them from Romances : Tho' 
in fcvcral Relpeflt there U a 
great Relation between, them ; 
and according to Arijlotle ( who 
informs us, That "'tis 1 iclion ra- 
ther than Verfc which makes a 
Poet) a Writer of Romance may 
be reckon'd among the Poets. 
Telroiiins tells us, That Poems 
are to move in a great Circum- 
ference by the Miniftry of the 
Cods, and Exprcflions vaft and 
audacious j fo that Fn ft, They 
may be looked upon as Oracles 
throughout, from a Spirit full of 
,, i Fury. 
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Fury, and then for a faithful 
and cxaft Narration. 

Romances prcferve a much 
greater Simplicity, and are not 
fo exalted , nor have the fame 
Figures in Invention and Exprcf- 
lion. 

Vocms have more of the fub- 
linie , though they are not al- 
ways confined to Probability. 
Romances have more of Probabi- 
lity, though they don't advance 
fo far toward the Sublime. 

Poems are more regular and 
correft in the Frame of their" 
Contrivance, and receive lefs 
Addition from Events and Epi- 
lodes than Romances, which arc 
capable of thefe Acceflionsj be- 
caufc their Style is not fo elcva- : 
ted; and they don't fo far di- 

> .11 A 4 ftend 
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ftend the Intellect, fo that they 
give it leave to admit a greater 
Number of different Ideas. 

In fliort, Poems make fume 
Military A£t,or Politic Conduct, 
their Theme, and only defcant 
upon Love at Pleafurc ; where- 
as Romances , on the contrary, 
have Love for their Principal 
Subject, and don't concern thein- 
felves in War or Politicks, but 
by Accident. I fpeak of Regular 
Romances, for thofe in Old 
French , Spanijh , and Italian , 
have generally more of the Sol- 
dier than Gallant. 

This induced Giraldi to con- 
ceive, Thar the Name Romance 
was derived from a Greek Word, 
figiiifying Force and Strengtb^fmcc 
the Performances in that kind 
made 
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made it their Bufincfs to Illu- 
ftrate and Difplay the Valour 
and Atchievemcnts of the PaUar 
dines ; but Giraldi was miftaken 
in this , as you'll find here- 
after. 

Neither would T here be lini- 
ilerftood to comprehend Hifto- 
rics which arc obferved to con- 
tain many Falfities ; fuch is that 
of Herodotus ( which , by the 
Way, is not fo Guilty in this 
Rcfpcft as foinc imagine) : The 
Navigation of H<wm>, the Life 
of A]iol!onim wrote by Phihjira- 
in/, and many others. i 

Thele Woife arc true in the 
Main, and falfc in fome Parts. 
RtimaHccsj on the contrary, are 
fall'c in the Grofs, and true in 
fome Particular".. Thcfe contain 
A 5 Truth. 
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Truth mingled with Falfliood 
thofe Falfliood irradiated b; 
forac Infpcrfion of Truth ; 
mean, that Falfliood is foPrcdo 
minant in Romance, that it ma; 
be altogether Falfc in VVhoh 
and every Particular. 

Arifklle informs us, That tha 
Tragedy whofe Argument i 
known, and extracted from Hi 
ftory, is the moft Pcrfcft, be 
caufe it aiifcs nearer to Vcrifi 
miliry than that whofc Subjcft i 
New and Fiflitious. However 
this he does not condemn , be 
caufe tho' the Plot of the Fop 
mcr be taken from Hiftory, yci 
the Generality of the Spectator 
may be Ignorant of it, and there- 
fore this Sort can't fail to give: 
; Diversion to the Company. Thi] 
famd 
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fame may be apply'd to Roman- 
ces, with this Reftraint, tliat a> 
total Fiction of the Argument is 
more allowable in Romances, 
where the Aflors are of indiffe- 
rent Quality, ( iuch arc the Co- 
mic) than in Heroic Peiforman- 
ces, where Princes and Conque- 
rors are the Characters, and 
where the Adventures are Me- 
morable and Illuftrious ; becaufc 
it can't be probable that great 
Tranfacrions and Events lie hid 
to the World , and neglected by 
Hiftorians ; and Probability , 
which is not always obferv'd in 
Hiftory , is cflential to a Ro- 
mance. 

I exclude that fort of Hjftory 
which is Falfc throughout the 
whole Narration, but was in- 
vented 
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vented through the Deficiency of 
true Accounts and Information ; 
fuch are the imaginary Originals 
of moft Nations , cfpccially 
thofc which are Barbarous. Of 
this kind are the Hiftorics fo pal- 
pably forged by the Monk Juni- 
us Vilerknfis, which deferve the 
Indignation and Contempt of the 
Learned World. 

There's the fame difference be- 
tween Romances, and thefc fort 
of Works, as between thofc, 
who by innocent Artifice Dif- 
guitc thcmfclvcs in Mafquc- 
radc for their own Plcafurc, and 
the Divcrfion of others, and 
thofe who aflunic the Name and 
Perfon of the Dead, or abfent, 
or poflefs thcmfclvcs of their 
Eftares, 
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Eftatcs, by the Colour of a Re- 
fcmblancc to them. 

Laftly, I lhall exclude Fables 
from my Subject, for Romance is 
a Fi&ion of Things which may, 
but never have bappen'd; where- 
as the Matter of tables is what 
never has, nor ever will be per- 
form'd. 

Now I have detcrmin'd the 
Works which properly deferve 
the Name of Romance , I allcrt, 
That their Original is dcriv'd 
from the Eajieru Nations I mean 
the Ml yplians, Arabians, Terti- 
ans, and Syrians. I don't doiibt 
your Concurrence with my Opi- 
nion, when I fliall have (nown, 
that the molt Ancient Authors 
of this Woik were defcended 
from thefc Countries. Clearchus 
who 
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who conipofed Book? of Love, 
was of LiUcia, a Province near 
Syria. JainblicliHs , who wrote 
the Adventure of Rbodanes and 
Sinouis, was Eorn of Syrian Pa- 
rents, and educated at Babylon, 
llcliodorm, Author of the Story 
of Tbeagcnes and Cbariclea, was 
of Umej'a, a Town of rbaiiicia. 
Luc/an, who wrote the Mcra- 
morphofis of Lucius into an Afs, 
was of Samofala, the Metropo- 
lis of &>ni»iagena,a Port of Syria. 
Achilles latins, who wrote the 
Amour of Clitopbon and Leucip- 
fe , was of Alexandria in Mr 
gypt. The fabulous Hiflory of 
Barlaani andjafapbat, was com- 
pos'd by ft. Join of Damascus , 
the Chief City of 'yria. Dawaf- 
cijts. who compos 1 d four Books 
of 
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of Fiflions, not only incredible, 
as he Entitles them , but far di- 
ftant from the reach of Probabi- 
lity, was, as Vholiut afl'ures us, of 
the fame Damajcm. The three 
Xcitcpboiu , Romancers , which 
Suidas fpeaks of; one was of 
Antiocb in- Syria , another of 
Cyprus, an Ifland near that Nati- 
on. So that this deferves to be 
ftil'd the Countrcy of the Ro- 
nmncers rather than Greece, whi- 
ther they were only transplant- 
ed; tho' they lik'd the Soil' fo 
well, and found it fo agreeable, 
that they immediately took 
Root. 
. 'Tis hardly credible how the 
Genius of rhefe People is d'fpo- 
fed and addicted to Poetry, In- 
, vention, and Fiction. All their 
Difcourib 
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Difcourfe is Figures. They nc» 
ver exprefs theinfclves but in 
Allegories. Their Theology and 
Philofophy, but principally their 
Politicks and Morals , arc all 
difguifed under Fables, and Para- 
bles. 

We may fee by the Hicrogly- 
phicks of the Mgyptia»s,to what 
a degree that Nation inclined to 
be Myfterious ; every Thing 
with them was exprcls'd by I- 
mages ; all in Difguifc. Their 
Religion was veil'd , and never 
difclos'd to the Vulgar, but un- 
der the Mask of Fables ; which 
they never took off, but for the 
Information of fuch as were 
thought worthy to be initiated 
into (heir Arcana. Herodotus 
fays, That the Creeks had from 
them 
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them their Mythology, and Theo- 
logy ; and lie relates fome Sto- 
ries which himfclf had learned 
from the /Egyptians, and for 
which he is thought too Credu- 
lous, tho' he delivers them only 
as Fables. However, it tickled 
the Genius, and Anted the Fan- 
cies of the Greeks, a Nation, as 
Herodotus affirms , dclirous to 
learn, and entirely addicted to 
Novelties. 

'Twas without doubt from 
thefc Pricfts, that Pythagoras and 
Plato, in their Voyage to JEgypt , 
learned to Transform their Phi- 
lofophy, and hide it under the 
Shadow of Myftery and Dif- 
guifc. 

As for the Arabians , if you 

enquire into their Books, you'll 

find 
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find nothing but Unnatural Me- 
taphors, Similitudes, and lifli- 
ons. Their Alcoran is of this 
kind J and hlahomet declares 
that he made it to. ihat it might 
be undei flood with lefs Diffi- 
culty, and leave a mote lafting 
Impreilion. They have. tranfla- 
ted the Fables of ALjop into 
their own Language, and feme 
of that Country have compolcd 
others in Imitation of them. 
Locwtm , fo Famous in the Ea- 
Jlcrn Works , is no other than 
jt-fop. His Fables, which the 
Arabians amaflcd into a prodigi- 
ous Volume , raifed him fuch a 
Reputation among them, that 
the Alcoran beftows a particular 
Chapter to Illuftrate his Wifdom, 
Much bears his Name for itsTitle. 
L,:il ' The 
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The Lives of their Patriarchs, 
Prophets, and Apofllcs, are all 
Fabulous. Nothing afiilcrs them 
fo nearly as Poetry , which is 
the Study of their Eminent Ge- 
nius's. This their Inclination is 
not Modern ; it prevailed before 
the Time of blakomel , as ap- 
pears from our having fomePer- 
formanccs of that kind , which 
bear as Ancient a Date. Erpc- 
n'ms affirms, that all the other 
Pans of the World together 
had not produe'd fuch a Num- 
ber of Poets as Arabia. They 
reckon Sixty as Princes of their 
Profcflton ; each of which is at- 
tended by Troops of a lower 
Efteem. The moft llluftrious 
wrote upon Love ; and fome of 
their Books upon that Subject 
have 
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have been difperfed in the IVeJl ; 
many of their Caliphs have 
thought this Art not unworthy 
their Application. Abdalla, one 
of them , diltinguilVd him- 
fclf in this Rcfprft , and com- 
pos'd a Book of Similitudes, as 
Elmaciii informs us. 

Tis from the Arabians (in my 
Judgment) that wc receive the 
Art of Rhyming; and 'tis high- 
ly probable that the Leonine 
Vcrfcs were made in Imitation 
cf them : For it docs not ap- 
pear, that this Way of Writing 
■was introduced into Europe be- 
fore the Irruption of Taric and 
Mma into Spain ; whereas we 
find it very prevalent in the fol- 
lowing Ages ; tho' otherwifc I 
could produce that Rhymes 
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were not unknown to the Anci- 
ent Romans, 

The 'Perfians have not at all 
come ftiort of the Arabians, in 
the Art of Falfifying agreeably. 
For altho' they detcftcd nothing 
more, and forbad their Children 
nothing with greater Severity, 
than Lying, yet in their Books, 
and Commerce of Letters, they 
were extremely delighted • with 
them, if Fictions may properly' 
be fakl to be Lies. We need no 
farther Conviftion in this Point 
than the Fabulous Adventures of 
their Lawgiver Zoroafler. Sirabo 
informs us, that their Teachers' 
dcliverM Moral Precepts to their 
Difciples , under the Umbrage 
of Fiflion j ; and in another 
Placc.be ,tell»ns, there's no. Crc-. 
i,'l dit 

Google 
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dit to be given to the Ancient 
Hiftories of the Vcrfiant, Medej, 
and Syrians , becaufe of the 
ftrong Inclination their Writers 
had to relate Fallitics for Truth ; 
fince the Conipolcrs of Fables 
were in the Higheft F.lteem, and 
were furc the People would take 
Plcafure to read thofe Fabu- 
lous Recitals compos'd after the 
Manner of Hiftories. The Fa- 
bles of &frp are fo much in Fa- 
vour with them, that they will 
have the Author to be their 
Countryman (the fame with Loc- 
»/</», mention'd in the Jlcoran, as 
I have obfcrvM) who is in fo high' 
Reputation among all the People 
in the Levant, that they defpoil 
flirygitt of thcHonour of his Birthy 
and 'vindicate it to thcmfelvcs. 1 
', For 
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For the Arabians fay he was of 
the Race of the Hebrews ; and 
the 'Per fan j allert, that he was 
an Arabian Negro, and lived in 
the Town Cafuvin, which is the 
slrjacia of the Anticnts. Others 
on the contrary (obfcrvjng his 
Life written by Mirkond, to be 
very agreeable to that of'Mfop, 
which Maximus Tlamides has 
left; and taking Notice, that as 
the Angels give Wifdom to hoc' 
man- in hlirhiid , fo Mercury bo 
flows the fame upon sEfop, ac* 
cording to Fhihflratu-s ) arc per-* 
fwaded that the Creeks have" 
ftolcn hacman from the. OriciV 
tals, and of hiin compofed their 
Mj'op. But I rnuft not here de-' 
tcrminc this Gontroverfy. Mhall' 
only recommend what is faid by 
Slrabo 
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Slrabo to your Notice, That the 
Hiftories of the People in the 
liaji arc ftuft't with Lies, and arc 
not at all Faithful or Exact ; that 
it is very probable they have 
been Fiflitious in their Account 
of the.Author, and Original of 
Fables, as well as in the reft J 
that the Greeks are more Dili- 
gent, and of better Credit, both 
in their Chronology and Hifto- 
ry ; and that the Conformity of 
Miriotid's Locman with the /Ej'op 
of "Plumules and 'Philofiratns , 
does no more prove that Mj'op 
was Locman, than that Locman 
was M.jcf>. The 'Per pans have 
Sirnamed Locman the Sage, for 
that Mj'of was in Eifcft rcckon'd 
in the Number of the Wife. 
They fay he was very well vcr- 
fed 
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fed in the Science of Medicine, 
that he found out admirable Se- 
crets , and among the reft that 
of reviving the Dead. 

They have been fo laborious 
in their Paraphrafes and Com- 
ments upon his Fables, that they 
(as well as the Arabians ) hayc 
augmented them . into a great 
Volume, a Copy of which is to 
be fecn in the Vatican. His Re- 
putation has fpcad as far as IE- 
gyp and Nubia, where his Cha- 
racter and Wifdom are in great 
Veneration. The Modern Turks 
have no* lefs Efteem for him , 
and believe, with Mirtaid,- that 
he liv'd in, David's Time j in 
which Account ( if he be rcaHy 
Mfif, and we may, confide in 
the Creek Chronology) , they arc 
B not 
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not tniftakcn above Four flun- 
• drcd' and Fifty Years, which is 
>vcry exciifable in : the Turks, 
who rarely come ■■[ fo near 
'm 'their Computation. ' ^This 
Opinion • would agree better 
(with titfiod, who was Cotcmpo- 
Jrary with Solomon' ; and who (in 
J the Opinion of Qtiintiliaii) dc- 
1 ferves the Honour of the Inven- 
tion of Fables, which is attri- 
butedto Mjop. '• •■'<■■■ 

■ I There are no Poets that equal 
'the Terpens in Liccnfe J they 
giVe thcmfelves to Falfify : The 
, Lives of their Saints ,* the Ori- 
iginal of their Religion, the) 
'have fo disfigur'd in their Hifto- 
'ries (the Truth of which wc 
'■know from the Relations of the 
-'GrftvEf arid Rvu/iits') that We cant 
ton >'l be 
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be fure of any Thing they deli- 
ver. They have degenerated fo 
far from their once laudable De- 
tcitation of thofe who advanced 
their own Intereft by Falmood, 
that they now account it an Ho- 
nour to do fo. They are paf- 
fionately fond of Poetry ; 'tis 
the Diversion of the Princes and 
People. The chief Entertain- 
ment of a Feaft is wanting by 
the abfence of a Poet. The 
Works of Gallantry and Love- 
Stories have been Famous, and 
difcover the Romancing Genius 
of the Nation. 

The Indians alfo, Neighbours 
of the Terfims , had a ftrong 
Inclination to Fabulous Inventi- 
ons. Saniabar of that Country 
compofed a Book of tmMes, 
B 2 which 
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which was Tranflated by the He- 
brews, and is at this Day to be 
found in the Libraries of the 
Curious. Father Pmjpn, the 
Jcfuit, has joyncd to his Pacby- 
tneron, which he lately Printed 
at Rome, a Dialogue between 
Abfolom, King of the Indies, and 
a Gymnofopbifl , upon fevcral 
Qjieftions of Morality; where 
this Philofopher never expreflis 
himfclf but in Fables, after the 
Manner of Mfof . The Preface 
to this Book imports, that it 
was carefully kept in the Trea- 
fury of the Charters of the 
Realm; that Pitsocs, Phyfician 
'of Cbofrocz, King of Tcrfta, 
Tranflated it out of Indian and 
Ttrfian, fome other out of Ter- 
pan into Arabian j and Simeon 
Sethi 
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Sethi from Arabian into Creek. 
This Book is fo little different 
from the Apologues, which bear 
. the Name of the Indian 'PUpay, 
and which were feen in" French 
fome few Years lincc, that there's 
no doubt but that it was cither 
the Original, or the Copy. For 
'tis fa id that this Til fay was a 
Brachman , who had a Great 
Poft in the Affairs of State and 
Government of the Indies under 
King Dabchelin ; that he com- 
prized all his Politics and Morals 
within this Eook, which was 
prefcrved by the Kings of the 
Indies, as a Trcafure of Wif- 
dom and Learning. That the 
Reputation of this Book being 
carried fo far as to Noncbircvoii, 
King of Ttrfia, he procured a 
B 5 Copy 
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Copy of it by the Intcreft of 
his Phyfician, who tranflated it 
into Terfian ; that Caliph Abni- 
afar Ahuamm caufcd it to .be 
tranflated from Terfian into Ara- 
bian y and another out of Ara- 
bian into T'rfian ; and that after 
all thefe Terfian Tranflattons, a 
New one was compofed diffe- 
rent from all the former ; and 
from this came the trench Tran- 
flation. 'Tis certain, that who- 
ever reads the Hiftory of the 
pretended Patriarchs of the In- 
dians, BraiuuiDttd and Brctuarv , 
of their Pofterity and Propaga- 
tion , will need no farther 
Proof to convince him of the 
Love this People have for Fables. 
This inclines me to believe that 
Vmact, when he gave the Epi- 
' thet 
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het of Fabulous to the River* 
Hydaffet, which arifes in this- 
Country , incancd that it be- 
gins and ends its Cburfe X- 
riong a People very much addi- 
Scd to Fifiion and Difguife. '! 

Thcfc Fiftions and Parables 
vhich you fee make up the 
Jrophanc Learning of the Na« 
:ions before-mention'd y have 1 
Jcqn fanftify'd in Syria ; and' 
he Sacred Authors complying 1 
with the Humour of the jemr,'- 
nadc life of rhem to expi'efs the 1 
(nfpirations they rcceiv'd from' 
rleavcn. The Holy Scripture is 
iltogethcr Myftcriousj Allegdfti' 
:al , • and 'jfehigmaticaK " iflie' 
Xulnmdiiis arc, 'of OpiniGn that' 
:he Book of Job is no other 
than a Parable of the 'Htl/rewf 
'■>'<"■ B 4 Inven- 
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Invention ; this Bock, that of 
David , the Trovcrbs , Ecclefi- 
oflcs, the Canticles , and all o- 
ther ttoly Sonps, arc Poetical 
Works abounding with Figures, 
which would feem bold and vio- 
lent in our Writings, and which 
are frequent in thofc of that 
Nation. The Book of Troverbs 
is othcrwife calPd the Tarabohs, 
becaufc Proverbs of this fqrt, 
according to the Definition of 
Qpintiliait , are only fhort Fi- 
gures or Parables exprefs'd in 
little. 

The Book of Canticles is a 
kind of Dramatic Poem , where 
the paflionate Sentiments of the 
Bridegroom and Spoufc are ex- 
prcficd after a Manner fo ten- 
der and touching,., that we 
-X! 1 . i<< flioiild 



Romances. 33 

ilioulil be charmed and affe- 
cted with it , if the Exprcifion 
and Figures had a little more 
Conformity to our Genius ; or if 
we could Divert our felves of 
Prejudice , which difpofes us to 
diflikc every Thing which is the 
leaft different from what we are 
ufed to ; tho' by this Practice we 
:ondemn our felves without per- 
ceiving it , fince our Lightnefs 
lever permits us to continue 
long in the Approbation of any 
Thing. 

Our Saviour himfelf fcarce 
ever gave any Precepts to the 
fetes but under the Veil of Pa- 
tables. The Talmud contains a 
Million of Fables } every one 
more Impertinent than the o- 
thcr j many of the - Rabbins 
B 5 have 
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have fincc explained, illuftratcd, 
and digcflcd them in their par- 
ticular Works J and befide this 
have compofed feveral Poems, 
Prologues and Apologues. 

The Cyprians and Ciliciam 
have invented certain Fables 
which bore rhe Name of the Peo- 
ple of thofc Nations ; and the 
particular Difpolition of the Ci- 
liciant to Lying gave rife to one 
of the Ancicntcft Proverbs in 
Greece. 

In (hort, Fables have been in 
fuch Vogue all over thefe Coun- 
tries, that (according to the Tc- 
ftimony of Lnci/tn,) there were 
particular Orders of Men among 
theAjfyrians and /irabiautywhoCe 
folc Province was to explain Fa- 
bles £ and who ebferved fuch a 
. Regularity I 
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Regularity in their Life, that 
they extended it much farther 1 
than other People. 

But it is not enough to have 
difcovered The Original of Ro~ 
malices ; we mult fee' by what 
Streams they have fpread arid 
convey'd themfelvcs into Greece, 
and Italy ) and whether they have 
parted from thence to us; or 
we have received them from 
any other Nation. The lonians} 
a People of Afia Minor; being 
raifed to great Power, and ha-' 
ving acquired vaft Riclicsj' irtf' 
merfed themfelvcs into L'uxiirjb 
and Voiuptuoufnefs, and indul- 
ged themlclvcs in all the EsetraV' 
vagancies of Plenty. w ' '{ '-" IT 
■ .;iifi„ ..'..' ).'j'h'!!i!j ,.«nc« ' 

•-': = ''"• ■■■" ■'■'!■' 'sno-i oTcjuj* 
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Cyrus fubducd them by mi- 
king Crafux his Captive, with 
■whom lie received all Afia Miner 
into his Sub jeflion. The Ferpuns 
upon this Succcfs admitted their 
Manners with their Laws , and 
irtixed their Debauches with 
thofc their own Inclinations flip- 
plied them with, and fo grew to 
he the moft Voluptuous Nation 
in the World. They began to 
refine upon the Plcafurcs of the 
Table, by making the Addition 
of Flowers and Perfumes. They 
firft invented the Ornaments for 
their Houfes. The fincft Wools, 
and the richeft Tapcftrics in the 
World were their Productions. 
They invented the lafcivious 
Dance, call'd the Ionic ; and be- 
came fo remarkable for EfTcmi- 
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nacy, that it grew into a Pro- 
verb. Eut the Mile funs, above 
all the reft , difcover'd the in- 
dulging Temper, furpaflcd them 
all in the Accuracy of their 
Plcafures , and (hew'd the 
moft lingular Tafte for Delica- 
cies. They were the firft who 
introduced the Art of Roman- 
cing among the Fcrfans , when 
they had had fuch Succcfs in it 
thcnifclves, . that the Hikpau 
Fables, the fame with Roman- 
ces, full of Love Adventures, 
and Licentious Relations , ad- 
vanced into the Highcft Reputa- 
tion : Tis probable Romances 
were Innocent 'till they fell into 
their Hands, and before recoun- 
ted only Angular and memo- 
rable Adventures. 

Eut 
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number him among the Writers 
of Romance. 

The lonians, defcended from 
Allien indTclopotinefHS, out of the 
Deference they had for their 
Original , maintain'd a great 
Correfpondence with the Creeis. 
The Children of thefe Nations 
were lent from the one to the 
other for Education , that they 
might be the better acquainted 
with the Manners and Habit of 
Life of each other. By this 
Commerce Greece, which had of 
it fclf . Inclination enough to 
Fables, learned the Art of Ro- 
mances from the loninns , and 
unproved it with great Succcfsi 
But to avoid Confufion, I (hall 
endeavour to give an. Account 
of thofe Writers amongft the 
Creeks, 

Google 
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Creeks, who have been moft 
Famous in this Arc according to 
the Times they lived in. 

I find none before Alexander 
the Great, which perfwades me, 
that the Romancing Science made 
no considerable Progrcfs among 
the Greeks before their Conqueft 
over the Pcrftans , from whoiA v .. 
they received it. Clcarcims c# 
Soli , a Town of Cilicia , who 
lived in Alexander's Time , and 
was with him a Difciple to An- 
fotle, is the firft whom I ob- 
lervc to have wrote Books of 
Love , tho' I am not well allu- 
red whether thefc were not a 
Collection extracted from Hi- 
ftory or Vulgar Fable, liltc that 
which Farlheniiis compofed un- 
der AugHjIus , which is yet Ex- 
tant. 

Google 
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rant. That which confirms my 
Sufpicion, is a little Story cited 
from him by Athenian, which 
Hives an Account of fome Marks 
of Love and Eftcem which Cyget, 
King of Lydiii, cxpreflcd to one 
of his Qmrlcfans. 

Antonim i>ioge«et, (according 
to the Opinion of flxiius ) li- 
ved not long after Alexander y 
and compofed a true Romance 
of the Amours of Dinias and 
Dercytth, in .Imitation of the 
Odyffcis of Homer , and the Ad- 
venturous Voyages of "Vlyffej. 
This Romance, though very Im- 
perfect in fcvcral Particulars, and 
fluffed with fcoliih and cxtrava- ' 
gant Relations, fcarce excufablc 
in a Poet , may nevcrthelefs be 
called Regular. Pbotius has an ■ 
Abftraft 
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Abftiafl of it in his BiHiolheca, 
and affects it to be the Original 
of that which Ltician , Lucius , 
Jaitililirhiis, Achilles Talins, He- 
lit/dorus , and Dawajciits , have 
written in this Nature. Howe- 
ver, he adds in the fame Place, 
that Amounts 'Diogenes makes 
mention of one Anliphanes more 
Ancient than himfelf, who wrote 
a book of wonderful Hiftorics 
like his ; fo that we have the 
fame Reafoh to believe, That 
he erected the Idea and Infti- 
tution of Romances, as that 
Antonins Diogenes did.' I ft'p- 
pofe he mud be underftood to 
fpeak -of Autiphanes the Comic 
Poet, whom Stephanas the Geo- 
grapher , and others , affirm to 
have comuofed a Collection of 
;,.)' impel* 
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impertinent and incredible Re- 
lations. He was of Bcrgc, a 
Town of Thrace ; but we can 
have no Information of what 
Country Juionins Diogeneswa^ 
I can't tell precifely in what 
Time Aifti'des of Miletut lived ; 
but this we may be confident of, 
That it was before the Civil 
Wars of Marius and Sjlla ; bc- 
caufe Sifeuna , a Roman Hiftori- 
an of that Time, tranflated his 
Milefun Fables, This' Work 
was full pf Obfcenkies, and 
upon that Account gave great 
Diverfion to the Romans ; fo 
that the Snrcnas, or Lieutenant- 
General of the farlHan Govern- 
ment, who defeated the Roman 
Army,, under CraffUs, when he 
found , them among .the iBaggage 
■ „ of 
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of Rofcius 3 took Occalion be- 
fore the Senate of Silcucia to 
inlult and defame the tender 
and effeminate Difpolition of 
the Romans, who in the time of 
War could not difengage them- 
fclves of fo foft Entertain- 
ments. 

Lucius of Talras, Lucian of 
Samofata, and Jamblichus, lived 
very near the fame Time, under 
the Emperors Attoninns , and 
Marcus Aurtlim. The firft of 
them muft not be reckoned a- 
mong Romancers , for he no 
more than collected fome Mcta- 
morphofes of the Magical Trans- 
formation of Men into Beafts 3 and 
Bcafts into Men ; dealing very 
fimply and fairly,' fincc he be- 
lieved all that he wrote. Lucian 
.' • with 
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with much more Policy and 
Judgment, relates foine part of 
his Works only to cxpoie and 
ridicule them, in the Book which 
he called Lucim'% AjSj to inti- 
mate that the Fiction was origi- 
nally his. 'Tis in Effect an A- 
bridgment of the two firft 
Books of Lucius'* Mttumarpht- 
fit ; and this Fragment lets us 
fee, That Tliolms had great Rea- 
fon to arraign and decry his ob- 
fecne and fmutty Exprcflions. 
This ingenious and celebrated 
AS, whofe Hiftory thefc Au- 
thors wrote, was extremely like 
another of the fame Worth and 
Merit, which Tbctim fpeaks of 
from Dumafciut in this Manner: 
" '[his Aft, fays he, was the 
" Beaft of a Grammarian na- 
" med 
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" med Ammonius; of fo gentle 
" and tender a Difpofition, fo 
" an admirable and polite a 
*• Talie, that it Would gladly 
** forfakc its Food, to hear Vcr- 
" fes repeated, and be very fen- 
" fibly touched with the Beau- 
" ties and Strokes of Poetry ". 
The Srancalemi is without doubt 
an Imitation of this Ajt of Lot- 
cuts, or that of Apitleiuf. This 
is an Italian Fiflion , very full 
of Elegance and Divcrfion. 
Vuciaii, befides his Lucius, com- 
pofed two Books of wild anil 
extravagant Hiftoricsj which he 
declared to befuch, and prote- 
'ftcd that the Subjects of them 
were fudi as never had been, 
norwould be performed. Some 
obferving that thefe 'Books were 
- '• added 
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added to that which delivers 
Rules for Coinpoling a good Hi- 
ftory ; infer that he intended it 
as an Example of what he had 
enjoyncd, tho' he himfclf de- 
clares in the Entrance of the 
Work , That he had no farther 
Defign in it, than ' to expofe 
thofe Poets, Hiftorians , and 
l'hilofophers themfelves , who 
exhibited Fiflion for Truth with 
Impunity ; and wrote fuch Re- 
lations of Foreign Countries, as 
tlcft,n and Jambuhii had done. 
Now if this be true which Pbo- 
litis allures us, That the Ro- 
mance ofAutotlittj Diogenes gave 
rife to thefe two of Lncian : 
Wc mull underftand that Lna.vi 
took Occafion from this, and the 
fabuWus Ffiftbriesof Chfias and 
'"■•'•' Jambuhs, 
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JjmMiu, to compote his own, 
on purpofe to dctefi and con- 
demn the Vanity and Imperti- 
nence of theirs. 

About this ' Time Jambliebut 
. publiuYd his Babylotiics, ( for 
that was the Name of it ) in 
which he vaftly outdid all who 
preceded him. For if wc may 
judge of it by the Fragment 
which Pholhis has left us of it, 
his Defign comprehends but one 
Aflion, adorned with all nccef- 
fary Improvements ; and attend- 
ed with Epifodcs , arifing from 
the principal Subjcfi. He has 
obferved Vcrifimility moft ex- 
actly ; his Adventures arc mixed 
with Variety without Confufion : 
We can find Fault with nothing 
;but want of Art in the Contri- 
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vancc of his Plot ; that he has 
not been ftrifl in following the 
Order of Time ; and that he 
did not admit the Reader into 
the Middle of his Dcfign at his 
firft fetting out, after the Exam- 
ple of Homer in his Odyjfeis. 
Time has been Favourable to 
this Piece, for it has been fcen in 
the Library of the Efcnrinl. 

Heliodcrns excclPd him in the 
Difpofition of his Subjeft , and 
indeed in every other Particular. 
Hitherto the World had not 
fcen any thing better defigncd, 
and more compleat in Romance, 
than the Adventures of Tlm^c- 
aei and Cbtricha : Nothing can 
be more chafte than their Loves. 
By this it appears , ( bffide the 
Honour of the Chriftian Rcligi- 
C gion, 
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gion, which he profeflcd) that 
he had in his own Nature. fuch 
an Ait of Virtue ,, as, (hinesi 
throughout the Work ; in which 
not only Jamblicbus, but almoft. 
all the reft, are much his Inferi* 
ors. His Merit advane'd him to. 
the Dignity of an Epifcopal 
Sec : He was Bilhop of Trkca, 
a City of Thcfflily. Socrates* re* 
ports, that he introduced into 
that Diocefc , the Cuftom ofi 
Depofiug fuch of the Clergy, as 
.did not abftain from the Wot 
men. they had contracted before 
their Admiflion into Orders.. 
This makes me very much fui 
fpeft what Niccpborm, a credit* 
Ions Writer, of little Judgment 
or: Sincerity, relates j That a' 
Provincial Synod, ur^rftanding; 
',':.,,' s " the 
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the Dinger which the Reading" 
this Romance (lb highly Autho- 
rifed by the Dignity of its Au- 
thor ) might expofe Young Peo- ' 
pie to ; propofed- that he (hould 
cither' confent to the Burning of" 
his Book, or thc"Rcfignation' of 
hisBiflioprick' j ; and" that he ac- ! 
ceptcd the latter of the Conditi-" 
ons. ' For the reft , I can't' bur, J 
admire, tbat'a Learned Man 1 of ." 
this Age mould fufpeff, wife-,' 1 
th'cr this was the Bbok'of tlelio-'' 
iorm, Bifliop of Trirca, or no j 
after Socratei, Tliotius^ andN/«- t 
fKorns',; had 'given fitch evident^ 
TeftimonievoF'ir'.; "'Sonic 1 have'' 
been' of Opinion, that he lived'" 
about' the' End of the' Twelfth' ' 
AgC .; ' confounding y ftirii'Nvttfc'' '. 
Heli^jmtif the Af'uVii^, C'wnofi:'^ 
''■ '■ C s Life 
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h't&Thibflratits has writ, among 
thofe of the other Sophifts. But 
it is known, that he was Cotera- 
porary with Arcadins and Hotto- 
tins ; and we find in Fliotius's 
Catalogue of the Romancers, 
who he thought wrote in Imi- 
tation oiAittonhtsDiogems, where 
he names them in a Chronologi- 
cal Order j he has placed Helio- 
dorns after Jamblichns , and be- 
fore Damajcius j who lived in 
the Time of the Emperor Jitflfr 
nun. 

According to this Account, 
Achilles latins , who wrote a 
Regular Romance of the A- 
moura of Clitophon and Lcncippe, 
ought to have preceded ; tho' I 
can find no certain Account, to 
Tuftify my Opinion. Others think 
him 
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him more recent in his Style : 
However, he is not to be com- 
pared to Heliodorus , either for 
the Regularity of his Manners, 
the Variety of Events , or the 
Artifice of Unravelling his Plots. 
Indeed his Style is to be prefcrr'd 
to that of Heliodorus, becaufc 
'tis more Simple and Natural J 
whereas the other's is more for- 
ced. Some fay, that he was a 
Chriftian , and *' Bilhop too. 
Tis ftrange, that the Obfccni- 
ty of his Book mould be fo ca- . 
fily forgot J and more fo, that 
the Emperor Leo, firnamed the 
fhilojofber, fliould commend the 
Modefty of it, in an Epigram 
which is'yet extant j and not 
only permit, but recommend 
the Reading' of it with the do- 
C 3 feft 
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feft Application ,. to all thofc 
who profcfc the Love of .Cha- 
Aity., . ' .'. .■.. 

lam afraidl/hall .be, implead- 
ed of Raihnefs, if I adign the 
next Place jto Jthiqttgoras , un- 
; dcr whole Name thcrp goes a 
Romance., thc/,TitIe of which 
; J* \ .?/■ T«ff ««d, , &rfi,a . Love. 
JUis Book lias ;^iot appeared .'in 
, any Language .fatj&OKb'j f 
Runt's Xranflatlon ; "who tells 
.;iis in ,W S . p rc £ce j .that. he had 
.tbeCnci 0r,jginaj, ftomr Mr.,<fc 
^Lfiiatic, ftothojiotary of ,t| lc 
Cardinal, : fi Jmtgntc • and 
that .he jiever ,(a,w it.cUcwheje. 
J-atopit && ad^ .Jtwfat never 
3«n>,rW<» j,,% >I}e jNarns of it 
jW«. never vbkikkwW ,„ that J 
know .o£: ;n, :tbe' CanlugHes of 
Jlil r ,') ' any 
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anjr, 'Libraries j and if it is at 
all in Being, 'tis buried among 
Duft in the Clofct of fome Illi- 
terate Pcrfon , who pontiles the 
Trcalure, and knows not of it; 
or elfe 'tis in the Hands of the 
Invidious, who won't oblige the 
Publick with it ; tho' 'twould 
not be in the leaft to the'u' Dif- 
advantage. The Tranflator adds 
further, that he believes it to be 
the Production of that Famous. 
Athmagoras, who writ the Apo- 
logy for the 'Chriftian Religion, 
in the Manner of a Legation, 
(and addrefs'd it to the Empe- 
rors Marcus Aurclmx, .and Coif 
modiu) and ahotlier Treatife of 
the Rdfurreflion. The chief 
Rcafdn for 'his Opinion, is Ac 
"Cjohformity of his Style j which 
"' J C 4 he 
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he had a good Opportunity to 
judge of, becaufc he had the 
Originals before him. He takes 
it for a True Story, not under- 
standing the Art of Romances. 
For my part , tho' I can't pro* 
nounce of it with Certainty, 
becaufc I have not fecn the Ori- 
ginal in Creek ; yet the Reading 
thcTranflarion, inclines me to 
think , thai he had feveral fuffi- 
cient Grounds, to aflign the Au- 
thor of it to be Athenagoras the 
Apologift. For the Apologift 
was a Chrifiian j and this fpcaks 
of Divinity, after a manner ve- 
ry inconfificnt with any , but 
one of that Profcffion : As when 
he makes the Priefls of Amman 
declare, "That there is but One 
" Cod j and that every Nation 
defr 
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" defirous to reprefent his Ef- 
" fence to the Simple , had in- 
" vented fcveral Images, which 
" exprefled but the fame Thing. 
" That their true Signification 
" being defaced by Time, the 
" Vulgar believed there- were 
" fo many Gods, as they fa w 
" Images : That this was the 0» 
" riginal of Idolatry. That 
" ■ Bacchus , when he built the 
" Temple of Amnion, placed in 
" it no other Image than that of 
" God J becaufe as there is but 
" One in Heaven , which corf 
" tains but One World ; in this. 
"World there is but One God, 
" who is communicated hi Spi- 
« rit. 

He makes this , and much 

more, faid by fomc JEgyftiaa 

C 5 Met* 
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Merchants, fc Tl'M the Cods in 
.": qhc.FabJe, 4ciK*cd the.diffe- 
< c .r^pt 0jier,ati0ns of this Sovc- 
« reign , .»u.4 only Otve Divine 
" ty j : who is without Begin- 
" ning 6 ; wd . without , End : 
Whom he c»Us Oblbure, and 
Dark, becaufe he islnviGble, 
*nd Incomprehensible. Farther; 
•the Difcowfcs ,of the Prkfts and 
MeTchapijs ,, upon tile Divine 
.^flynce j very m»sh.' refeniblc 
tbofe e$f AiheMgr*} in his Le- 
gation. The Apologift was a 
Prieft;.pf Atbms \. this was an 
A[lpmm[ Pbilofophcr ; Both feem 
JMjW jrf Senfe > and Learning, 
-» nd ,gn>'.»{iPe»etration into Anti- 
quity- .; 1 ' 
. i. hi.: L.i. ^s.'JI **j;<'.o: }li 

«"V.I-U".V. I ■'.■>'; H l;|Y' '.But 
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Bill on the other fide , we 
have many Reafons to fufpeft, 
not only that this is not Albena- 
goras the Chriftian/ but that the 
Book it 'firlf is^ a mere For- 
gery.'/ ;•" ' : " :'•;•' ■■':'■ 

fholhts, giving ah Exact Ac- 
count of the Compofcrs of Ro- 
mances before his Time, takes - 
no Notice of him at all. ' No • 
body ever fa* a Copy of this • 
Work in any Library J and; 
that which the franflatdr made - 
ufc of 3 never appcar'd fince^ .. 
BefideSj he rcprefents the Habi- 
tation , Life , arid Conduct of; 
thcPricfts and Religion} of Am- 
man, Co very like the Convents 
and" Government of our'. Monks - 
arid' Friars , tnat ,it W. accdrd| • 
with Wbfat Hlrtory informs us, 
of* 
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of the Time when the Monaftic 
Life began, and when it arrived 
to Perfection. 

Among all this Obfcurity, 
what fecms moft probable to 
ine, is, that 'tis an Ancient 
Work, but of a later Date than 
the Apology. 

For I obferve fuch a Profound 
Knowledge, both in Matters of 
Nature and Art; fo great an 
Intimacy with the Annals of 
Time pad, fo many Curious Re- 
marks, not raken from Ancient 
Authors which are left us, but 
which relate to, and explain 
them ; fo much of the Greek 
Phrafc, which one may difcovcr 
throughout theTranflation ; and 
over all, a certain Character of 
Antiquity , which cannot be 
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counterfeited J that I can't be 
perfuaded that it is any Pro- 
duction of F«/»«'s, whofe Learn* 
ing was but indifferent ; or that 
the mo ft Able and Ingenious 
Perfon in thofe Days, could de- 
vife any Thing like it. If Tbe- 
tins hath not mentioned him ; 
how many other Great and Fa- 
mous Authors have efcaped his 
Cognifancc, or his Diligence 1 
If in our Days only one Copy 
was found , which perhaps is 
fince loft ; how many other Ex- 
cellent Works have undergone 
the fame Deftiny I If this fails 
of giving you Satisfaction , and 
you'll oblige me to extend my 
Conjectures, and attempt to find 
out the Precifc Time of its Pro* 
duflion i I have nothing left to 
fup- 
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fupport my Opinion j but One 
Fariage'in the Preface to 'At 
Work ; where he cbrrrplairrt of 
the fetal Blow his Country A~ 
theirs was about to receive, in 
the General Defolatton ttf Grtece ; 
which can't be undemobd^ but 
ofthe ; Irruptkm of mi-'Scytln- 
mts into Greece, which happeri'd 
under the Empire af'GMiutusj 
otelfethat of Afarie, 'King cf 
the Goths; which fell ouViri the 
Time of' Arcadivs and fionorhts. 
For Athens was not' fack'd fince 
SytkPi Time, till ttieThVafioii of 
the' Scythians, which' was about 
Three Hundred and. fifty Yc.irs 
after, which preceded that of 
the'Grt /tt the 1 fame Tcrlri ofYi ars*. 
Bublfee more Rtaftm'te'apply 
the" ! Words ; of ' the r Author • to 
■'i-. ; i the 
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the Conqueft of Aiaric ; becaufe 
the Scpbimi Were foon rcpulfcd 
from Atbtust, before 'they had 
done much Mifohief ; but the 
Goths treated them with much 
more Rudenefs, and left behind 
them fad Inftanccs of their Bar- 
barous Cruelty. ' .SjuifiKi'j Kvho 
lived at that Time , fpeaks of 
them in the fame Terms with 
out Author ;' and , with hint, 
laments to fee Learning; and the 
Liberal Sciences; ravaged by'tlre 
TiatbdttMi, in the very Place of 
their Birth y and Seat of 'their 
Empirei : Howi+cr, this W6rli, 
which bears' the Name df'Jtbi- 
tugme^'a invented with Wit, 
conducted with . Art ; ' Sen'teWl- 
bus, andifulliiif Excellent IVIo- 
ral.PieeeptS'i The Events-agree 
with 
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with Vcrifimility ; the Epifodcs 
;arc drawn from the Subject ; the 
. ■ Characters clear and diftinft : 
2)ecomm is cxafily preferved 
throughout : Nothing low ; no- 
: thing forced, or like the Pedan- 
tic Style of the Sophifts. 

The Argument is double ; 
( which makes one of the great 
Beauties of our Modern Come- 
dy) for befides the Adventure 
■ of tbtagents and Cbariclea , he 
delivers that of fberecyies and 
Malaagenia ; which evinces the 
Miftake of Citaldi , who be- 
lieved the Multiplying of Acti- 
ons was the Invention of the I- 
taliaas ; whereas the Greets, and 
our Old French, have practiced it 
before them.: Thefirft, with 
Dependance and Subordination 
. to 
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to one Principal Action, follow 
the Rules of an Hcroick Poem; 
asAtbenagortu and ffeWor»/have 
done , tho 1 not fo accurately : 
But our Old French have multi- 
plied them without Order, Con- 
nexion, or Art. Thefe the Ju- 
lians have imitated, borrowing 
of them their Romances , with 
their Imperfections. Here we 
find Ciraldi in a worfe Error 
than the former : He endeavours 
to commend this Vice, and turn 
it into a Virtue : Whereas, if it 
be true what himfelf afferts, that 
a Romance ihould refcmble a 
Perfect Body , and confift of 
many different Parts and Propor- 
tions all under one Head ; ; it 
follows , that the Principal A- 
tVion, of a Romance Ihould, be 
" 'Sim- 
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'•Simple nnil'Iliuftrious', 1 'Above the 
reft;' rhat'the' Subordinate ones, 
, -which aTC as it were the Mem- 
hers, otight tohave'Rclatioii to 
'this Head;' yield to it'in'Digni- 
ty and Beauty, adorn, fuftain, 
and attend it with'Dcpendance; 
jothcrwirc it woiild be a Body 
with marry'Hcaids 1 , 'Monftrous, 
and Deformed. ' ' The feample 
•dfOvid, alledged in his Favour, 
and that of other; Cyclic Poets, 
whidh might, be' cttcd ; for flic 
Tame Purpofe , tfacs .'nbt'-jnftiry 
liiiri at'all': For the ftlctamorpbo- 
fes -of ' the Ancient Fable, \Vnich 
W'rf'proporeHtoainafs intooht 
•Peiiltr, 1 ebmlftirig 'sffl'df ' Aflions 
^hicfe'llave ii'o ; I9cj>bn ! aante'br 
IVehtdon one to the other"; 'and 
fceing ,( sill refy' : near' of &"£• 
-">t' ! qual 
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qual Beauty and Eminence^ 'twas 
as impofilble to digcfV them into 
one Regular' Body , as 'twould 
be to erect a Compleat Stru- 
cture with • no • Materials ibut 
Sand. ThcApplaufe which: the 
Faulty Romances of his Nation 
have rcceiv'd , does yet juftify 
him the lefs .: We are not to 
judge of a Performance. by tie 
Number, ibut Sufficiency .of. .the 
Approbators. Every one aflumes 
to himfelf the Liccnfe.to judge 
ofj and ceiifure Poefie.and Ro- 
mance': The Sumptuous' Palaces 
and 'Common Streets are made 
Tribunals, where the Merits iof 
■the Gjjeateft Works icceive a 
Supreme- Decifion.' ! There*»ery 
one (hoots his Bolt , and .bdldly 
piefomcs ,to &t an -lEfthmrtr ; bf 
' li.-I an 
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■■ an Epic Poem , upon the Read- 
ing a Single Companion, or De- 
fcription. One Verfe a little 
harfli , which the Subject ot 
Place docs fomctimes require, 
deftroys the Reputation of the 
Whole. One Happy Thought, 
or Tender Sentiment, makes the 
Fortune of a Romance : One 
Expreflion, or one Superannu- 
ated Word, defaces it. But the 
Authors of them won't ftand to 
thefe Determinations ; but (like 
the Comedian in Horace, who. 
when he was hined off the Stage 
by the People, was fatisficd with 
the Approbation of a few Un 
derftanding Perfons) they an 
content if they pleafe the Nicell 
and molt Able Judges, who an 
dkeficd to pafs Sentence by othei 
■a Kim 

■ i 
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KindofRuIes; which arcknown 
to fo few, that (as I have alrea- 
dy obferved) a Good Judge is 
as rarely to be found as a Good 
Romancer, or a Good Poet: 
And that in the fmall Number 
of thofc who underftand , and 
can judge of Profc, we can hard- , 
ly find one, who undcrftands 
Poetry, and who is convine'd of: 
the vaft Difference between that, 
Art and Profe. Thefe Critics,! 
whofe Sentence is the certain' 
Rule to value Poems or Roman- 
ces by, did concede to Giraldi, 
that the Italian Romances have > 
many Good Things in them, and , 
deferve many other Commenda- 
tions, but not thofc of Regu- 
larity, Contrivance, orjuftnefs 
of Defign.i '-. i.;;u/i ■r-i.i 
Ire- 
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I return, to the Romance of 
Aihcnagv/iis'<; where the Difco- 
very of the Plot, tho ! without 
Machine, is Ms happy than the 
reft ; it goes' not off fmartly e- 
nough ; it prefents it fclf, be- 
fore thePaflion and Impatience 
of the Reader are fufliciently 
warmed , and is made with too 
much Repetition. But bis great* 
eft Fault is his Extravagant' O- 
dentation, with which he dif- 
plays; his Skill in Architecture. 
What he writes, might be Ad- 
mirable clfewhcrc, but is Vici- 
ous and Impertinent where he 
difpofes'iri " ForaPocc, faith 1 ; 
"-Cimldi, ought not, in defcri- 
"•bing a Fabric, to (liew him" 
" ifclf! an Architcft • ; ' for' in fa" 
" king Notice of Particulars ' 
-:,l f "be- 
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" belonging; to that Art, lie. 
" leaves what. is properly a, Pa,J 
" ,l ct ' J,B <$ B ?f$-ji winch, hc ( p>ighi^ 
"•. E r W'F%; : » -.SSgafA, ...if' he. 
"■cxpefls Commendation : Bcr. 
" fides, fuch.McchAniaDcfcrip-i.' 
" tions debafe the Work.,,. jeJ 
" too mean.,; and; fat, below the ( 
" Grandeur and Magni/jjceiicc off 
" an Heroic Poem. , . ■ i 

He. has. taken many; Things, . 
from Heliotfor,itj,^.,.af., tk/icclonu. 
fromhiiKj :&f& ^believe tlieuti 
Cotemporaries, I can't determine. 
to wlricb of. them, the Glory of 
tlie Invention ougjb'} tp, be afcr(-j 
bed. : : TJ'cNaniesi.andj.Chara^, 
ficrs. of Tbtoggifit and fibaridea^ 
rcfemblc thpfc of. Tiftrgcaqand.; 
Chaticletii ' , Tixfgyict, ar^d C/iat^ . 

. ,•,.,, i , ■ ' ' each 
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each other , at a Feaft of Mi- 
ntrva ', as iheagtms and Chart- 
clea do at the Feaft of A folio. 
Athtnagoras makes one Karonda- 
us Governor of the Lower Mr 
gypt \ Heliodortts makes Oroonda- 
us Governor of Mgyft. Atbe- 
nagoras feigns theogenes ready to 
be facrificcd by the Scythians : 
Heliodorus makes Theagenes about 
tobe'aViaim to the Mtbiopi- 
ans: And Alhenagoras, like He- 
liodoriu, has'difpofed his Work 
into Ten Books. 

I (hall not place the Books of 
Taradoxts of Damafcitis, an Hea- 
then Philofophcr, who lived un- 
der Jufliitiaii , among the Num- 
ber; bf Romances. For tho' fbv 
»;W ; obferves, that he imitated 
Ante/tins Diogenes, the Model of 
''■"'■■ Crick 
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Greek Romancers J 'tis to be un- 
derftood, that like him hecom- 
pofed Hiftories, Fabulous and 
Incredible-, but not Romantic, 
nor after the manner of Ro- 
mances : For he related only 
the Apparitions of Speflrcs, and 
Goblins, and Events above Na- 
ture , cither too lightly to be 
credited, or invented with little 
Addrcfs, becoming the Athcifm 
and Impiety of the Author. 

Two Years after Damufcita, 
was the Hiftory of Barlaam and 
Jofapbat t compofed by St. John 
DttmafceniM. Many Ancient Ma> 
nufenpts afcribc it to John the 
Smite , who lived in the Time 
aitbeoAofins J but without Rea- 
fon, as Billius makes it appear ; 
becaufc the Difputes againft the 
D lro- 



74 tbt Original if 

lcomrldfts, which arc inferred in 
this Work , were not moved at 
diatTimc, nor long after , by 
Leo Ifamirns the Emperor , un- 
der whom St. John Dainaj'rcmis 
lived. Tis a Romance , but ii 
Spiritual one : It treats of Love j 
but 'tis the Love of God ! \Vc, 
there find much Bloodflicd ; but 
'tis the Blood of Martyrs : It is 
written in the Form of an Hi- 
ftory , nor according to the 
Hulcs of a Romance ; tho' Vcri- 
iJmility is cxafily enough obfer- 
vcd. It bears with it fo many 
Marks of Fiction, that it is not 
to be read, bur With fomc little 
Judgment to difcovcr ir. In 
the other Particulars of it, one 
may deteft rhc Fabulous Geiihls 
of the Author's! Nation, by the 
great 
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great Number of Parables, Com- 
parifons, and Similitudes, which 
arc very liberally difperfed in 
it. 

The Romance of Tbcodorut 
Tmtromiu, and that which fonie 
attribute to Eujimbmt Bifliop of 
Th'ejfithiika , who flourilhcd in 
the Empire of Manuel Comucmis, 
about the Middle of the Twelfth 
Age, arc much of the fame Nd« 
turc. The firft contains thc;A- 
mours of Dtjicler and Rbod/m L 
the ; the other, thofc of Apiicnas 
and IfmeiK. Monllcur Gaulnteit 
has made both of tlicm Public t 
with his Tranflation, and Notes, 
He fays nothing of TLujiatbmix, 
in the Preface to thcBook. which 
bears that Name •:> I'll', interpret 
his Silence in his Favouri jjjiattJ 

1 Da be- 
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believe, that that Ingenious Man 
could not fall into the Etror of 
thofc, who pcrfuadc thcmfelvcs, 
that the Learned and Famous 
Commentator upon Homer, was 
capable of writing fucli a Mifc- 
rable Work as this. Bcfidcs, 
fomc Manufcripts read the Au- 
thor Etwuthius, and not Eiijia- 
thins. .However that be, no- 
thing is mote frigid, empty, and 
impertinent : No Decorum, no 
Vcrifimility, no Conduct is pre- 
ferved. 'Tis the Work of fomc 
School-boy ,; or wretched Peda- 
gogue', who deferred to be a 
School-boy all the Days of his 
Life'.'."-..: »■■ ■■:■.{■■. ,-. 
il Tbcodontf i Prodromns is little 
better j < however^ ie has; fome- 
living more of ; Art j tho' it be 
-vi,' ' fcarcc- 
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Icarcely perceivable. He never 
extricates himfclf, but by Ma- 
chincry. He undcrftands not 
how to make his Aftors prefcrve 
the Juftncfs and Uniformity of 
their Characters. K'rs Work is 
rather a Poem, than a Romance, 
for it is writ in Verfc ; and this 
makes his Style (which is too 
Licentious, and full of Figures) 
the more pardonable : But fiticc 
his Verfc is Iambic, which is 
extremely like Profc , I can't 
exclude him from it. Some fay 
he was' a Ruffian by Birth, a- 
1'rieft, a Poet, a Philofopher; 
and a I'hyfician.": ■ ■ ;' , 
i 'Mjfc Judgment upon the Pa' 
florals tff Lo/igiu the Sophift, is 
the fame' with that I gave of tha 
Two'former Romances. For 
D 3 - tho' 
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tho* 1 the Learned of Late Times 
. have commended them for their 
Elegance and Agreement, joined 
to a Simplicity proper to the 
Nature of the Subjects ; yet 1 
can obferve nothing in it, but 
that Simplicity, which fomctimes 
declines to Childiflmefs and Im- 
pertinence. There is nothing in 
it of Invention , or Conducr. 
He begins grofly in the Birth of 
his Shepherds , and ends with 
their Marriage. He never elenrj 
vp his Advcntutes, but by Ma- 
chines improper , and ill contri- 
ved. HisExprcflions arc lb ob- 
fecne, that one muft be fomc- 
what of a Cynic , to read thcra 
without Bluihing. • His Style 
dots not defenrc the Commcn- 
Jirt a-.- ::,;,>," 1 :r: < datioos 
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dations it received. Tis the Style 
of a SophiA, I'ucli as he was ; 
like that of Enfldlhi)is, and Theo- 
doras Trodromuj, which partakes- 
of the Orator and HiAorian, 
tho' it be proper for neither of 
tliein. 'Tis full cf jUcMp/wr/, 
Aniiilxfit , Figures, which daz- 
zle and furprizc the Simple, and 
tickle the Ear, without fatiffy- 
ing the Mind ; inftead of En- 
gaging the Reader, by the No- 
velty of- Events , the Arrange- 
ment and Variety of Matter, a 
clear and clofc Narration , at- 
rended by a fmooth and regular 
Cadence, which always advances 
within, the Subject. 

He endeavours (as all So- 
phifts do) to entertain his Rea- 
der with. Accidental . Defcripti- 
D 4 ' orjs: 
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ons : He leads him out of the 
way ; and while he admits him 
fo far into a Country he did 
not look for, he fpends and cx- 
haufts the Attention and Impa- 
tience he had to, arrive at the 
End he propofed. I tranflated 
this Romance, when I was a 
Child ; which is the only Age 
it will plcafe. I (hall not tell 
you in what Time he Iiv'd : None 
of the Ancients have made Men- 
tion of him ; and he bears no 
Indication to encourage any O- 
pinion, unlcfs it be the Purity of 
his Style ; which makes me be- 
lieve him more Ancient than the 
Two former. 

For the Three XenopboKt, who 

were Romancers , which SuicUt 

ipeaks of; t can fay no more 

. . than 
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than lie. has done : That one of 
tlicm was of Aulioib f another 
of Epbefus ; the Third of Cy- 
prus : All of them wrote Love- 
Stories. The lirft gave his Book 
the Name of Babylonia J the - 
Second entitled his the Epbefi- 
aes , and relates the Amours of 
Habrccemtis and- Antbea j. the- 
Third named his the Cypriacs j.. 
where he recounts, the Amours 
of Cynaras , ' Myrrbn , and Ado- 
nis.. • ■■ : ■•■'. ':' ' 
. I ought not to forget Tarllu- 
tiius of Nicttt , from, whom w e 
receive;* Collection of Lovc- 
HiftoricSj which he inferibes to 
the Poet Corailhtf GtiUus, in the 
'Reign of Aiigu^us--' Many .of 
them arc drawn, i from- the Anci- 
ent, Fable, and all from. Ancient 
D 5? Au« 

Google , 
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'Authors, which he cites. Some 
' of them farm to be Romantic, 
and to have been extracted from 
the Milefiau Fables ; as that of 
• EripptaudZaiilbittjtn the Eighth; 
that of Polycritcs and Die/mele, 
■ in the Ninth ; that of Lncotioc 
•' and Cyaniffc , in the Tenth ; 
-that of Nftiro and Hyfficram, 
: and Prowedcn, in the Eighteenth 
Chapters. For befides that tliefc 
Adventures arc afcribed to Mi- 
kfitm Pcrfons , it docs not at all 
appear, that tliey have been ta- 
ken either from the Fable, or 
Ancient Hiftory. The fame 
may be faid of the Amours of 
• Camiui and Biblis , Children of 
the Founder of Miletus, which 
he reports in the Eleventh Chap-. 
' ter< They are a Fiction of the 
Couu- 
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Countrcy which have made it 
Famous, and have confecratcd it . 
in the Ancient Mythology. This 
however I offer, as a flight Con* 
jc&urc. 

In my Account, I diftinguifli 
the Regular Romances , from 
thofc which arc not fo. I call . 
thofc Regular , which arc com- 
pofed after the Rules of an Ho 
rok Poem. 

The Greeks , who have fo 
happily improved molt Arts 
and Sciences, that they may be 
reckoned the Firft Inventors of 
them, have alio cultivated the 
Art of Romances. They have 
rcform'd it from the Rude Diets 
it appeared in among the Oriin- 
tdlt : They have reduced it into 
a more Regular Shape, adjiiftirig 
it 
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it to the Rules of the Epopee, and 
joining thofc Different Parts in- 
to One Complcat Body , which 
made up die Romances of for- 
mer Times , without Order or 
Difpofition. Of all the Creek 
Romancers I have named, they 
who obferved thefc Rules , arc 
only Antenim Diogenes, Ltician, 
Alhcnagoras , Jamlilichtis , Hrfto- 
doms , Achilles Tatins, Eujhtbir 
us, and Theodoras Prodrcmus. I 
don't mention Lucius of Palms, 
nor D/tmufcius , whom I have 
not enrolled among the Authors 
of Romances. St. John Da- 
wafccmis , and Longus , might 
cafily have reduced their Works 
under thefc Laws ; but they, ci- 
ther were ignorant of them, or 
(iefnifed them. " I can't affirm 
any 

(■;,,■„. I: ^ 
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any Thing of the Three Xcno- 
pbous, becaufe we have nothing 
of them left us. Neither can I 
affcrt any Thing of Aripdes,, 
and- thofc who followed him in 
Compofing the Milefmn Fables. ' 
I believe however, thefe latter 
confined themfclvcs to fome 
Rules or Mcafurcs, which I ob- 
ferved in the .Works Time has 
prcferv'd to us,which were wrote 
in Imitation of them , ' as the 
Metamorpbcpj of Apulehu, which 
is regular enough. 

Thefe Milepn Fables had 
been tranfported into Italy, long 
before they had made this Pro- 
grefs in Greece. They were firft ' 
received among the Sybarites, a 
People Voluptuous to the high- 
eft Extravagance.. This Con- 
formity 
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formity of Humour which they 
had with the Milcjiaiu, cltablilh- 
cda reciprocal Commerce of 
Luxury and Plealure, and uni- 
ted them fo well, that Herodotus 
allures us , he knew no People 
lb ftrifily allied. They then 
learned of the Mihfiaiis the Art 
of FicVion ; fo that the Sybari- 
tic Fables were .as common in 
Italy , at the Milefiau were in 
A(ta. It is not caly to deter- 
mine what was their Model : 
Hejycbim informs us, in one 
Vaffagc very much corrupted, 
that Mfrp being in Italy , his 
Fables were fo very well recei- 
' ved there , that the People im- 
proved upon them ; and when 
they had alter'd them , named 
them Sybaritict ; fo that they be- 
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came a Proverb : Bud lie docs 
not difcover wherein the Altera- 
tion confined. Siiidus believed, 
they were like thofe of Mjbp ; 
but he is miftaken in this, as 
well as many other Places. The 
Old Commentator upon Arijia- 
pbanes faith , That the Sybarites 
made ufc of Bcatfs in their Fa- 
bles, and JEfop of Men in his. 
This Pafl'agc is certainly cor- 
rupted : For as it appears that 
JEfofs Fables employed Bcalis, 
it follows, that thofe of the Sy- 
barites made ufe of Men. He 
informs us in exprefs Terms, in 
another Place, that thofe of the 
Sybarites were plcafant, and pro- 
voked Laughter. I find a Piece 
of one of them in Mlian. Tis 
a little Story, which he faith he 
took 
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took from the Hiftory of the 
Sybarites ; (I fuppofe he means 
their Fables^ You may judge 
of them by the Story it fclfi 

, : : A Child of Sybaris going to 
- .' School along with his h'lajicr, 
met in the Street one that 
fold Figs , and Jlole one of 
them from him : The Ma- 
fter chiding him , , f notches 
the tig from bint, and eats 
iL 

Thefe Fables were not only 
facetious, but fmutty. Ovid 
places the Sybaritida, which were 
compofed not long before his 
Time j among the moft Lafcivi- 
ous Performances. Many Learn- 
ed Men believe, that kc.intends 
the 

Coogl 
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the Work of Hcmilbeoit the Sy- 
barite, which Literati fpcaks of, 
as a Mafs of Smuttinels. This 
appears to have no Ground : 
For one can't imagine, that the 
Sybaritida agreed with the Book 
of ' Hewitbeou, in any thing more 
than, the equal Obfcen'rty of 
rhcnT both ; and this was com- 
mon to all the Sybaritic Fables. 
Bcfidcs this, the Sybaritida Were 
compofed not long before G u 
vid\ Time ', whereas the Town 
Sybaris was dcmoliih'd by the Cro- 
tomates Five Hundred : Years be- 
fore him : So that 'tis more cre- 
dible, that the Sybaritida were 
compofed by fonie Roman, and 
received that ■ Name , becaufe 
they were compofed in Imitati- 
on of the Sybaritic Fables.. A 
cer- 
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certain old Author, whofe Name 

1 believe you don't much value, 
gives us to understand , that 
their Style was concife and La- 
route ; but all this doth not c- 
vincc, that they had nothing of 
the Romance in them. 

This Paltage of Ovid makes it 
cleat, that in his Time, the Ko- 
nuns had given Admittance to 
the Fables of tlieSfbarites : And 
he informs us in the fame Book, 
that the Famous Hiftorian Sfen- 
n a had tra n{latcd it from the 
Milcpan Fables oi Art fides. This 
Sifciitia lived in Sylla\ Time, and 
was (with Him) of the Great 
and Illuftrious Family of the 
Cornelians. He was : frattor of 
Sicily and Achats ; wrote the 
Hiftory of his Country , and 
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was preferred to ali the Authors 
of his Nation; who went before • 
him. 

If the Rom.m Commonwealth 
difdaincd not the Reading of 
thefe Fables , while it retained 
an Auftcrc Difciplinc, and Ri- 
gid Manners ; 'tis no wonder, 
when it was reduced under the 
Power of Emperors , and was 
abandoned by the Influence of 
their Example, to Luxury and 
Plcafure, if it was infected with 
the Vices which Romance inftills 
into the Mind. 

Virgil, who lived a little after 
the firft Rife of the Empire, en- 
tertains the MfiWc/, Daughters 
of: Prelaw, When they. were af- 
fembled under their Father's 
Waves, with J» .ether Amnio* 
">_-'. mciitj 

Google 
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ment, than a Relation of the ;\- 
mours of the Gods'; which were 
the Subjcft of the Romances of 
Antiquity. 

Ovid, Virgil's Cotemporary, 
makes the Daughters of Way- 
as tell Romantic Tales ; giving 
a Laxation to their Tongues and 
Wit, when their Hands were 
employed. The firft is, of the 
Loves of Tyramns and tbisbe ; 
the Second, thofe of Mors and 
Vemu ; the Third is, of thofc 
of Salmacis for Hirw/ipliroditc. ■ 
Hence appears the Eftecm 
Romances had in K<w/c; which 
is more evident , by the Ro» 
manice which Petrmiut (one of 
their Confuls, and the moft po- 
Iiflicd Man of his Time ) coin- 
pottd. He difpofed it into the 
Form 
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Form of a Satyr , of «he fame 
Kind which Varro invented, in- 
termixing I'rofe with Verfc, the 
_ Serious with the Jocofc, and fil- 
led it Meiiipjreau ; bccaule il'io 
nifpHS had before treated of 
Serious Matters in a I'Icafant 
Style ' .,; 

This Satyr of Tannins fails 
not to be a True Romance : It 
contains nothing but diverting 
and ingenious Fictions; rho'thcy 
are fometimes too licentious and 
immodeft. fie hides under a 
Difguife a fine and poinant Rail- 
lery,; againft the Vices of Ne- 
ro's Court. What remains of 
it, arc only feme incoherent 
Fragments, or rather Collecti- 
ons: of ,fome induftrious Pcrfon j 
fo that pile canY exactly ; difcern 
the 
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the Form and Connexion of the 
whole Piece ; tho' it appears to 
be conduced with Order. And 
'tis probable thofc incoherent , 
Parts , would compofc a very 
Compleat Body , with the Ad- 
dition of thofe which are loft. 
Tho' Feironius fcems to be a ve- 
ry great Critic , and of an cx- 
quilite Tafte in Learning ; his 
Style does not alway advance to 
the Delicacy of his Judgment : 
Something of Affectation may 
be obferved. In fome Places 
lie's too Florid and Adorned ; 
and degenerates from that Natu- 
ral and Majcftic Simplicity, 
which fliined in the Angitjian 
Age. So true is it, that the 
Art of Speaking j which ispra* 
ftifed by all the World, '{and 
what 
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what very Few underftand) is 
yet much cafcr to be under- 
ftbod, than pra&ifed well. 

Some fay , the Poet Litem 
(who a]{b lived in the Reign 
of Nero ) compofed Sultie Fa- 
bles ; wherein ( foine think ) 
were recounted the Intrigues of 
Satyrj and Nymphs. This agrees 
well with a Romance , and the 
Wit of that Age, which was 
vci'y much inclined to the A- 
mufements of that Art. But 
finrc there is nothing left us of 
it 'but the Title, and that docs 
not clearly exprefs the Nature of 
the Work ; I (hall fay nothing 
of it. : 

1 >'■ The ' ; Mtitimrp hofis of Apm 

/««/■, J to well known by the 

Namc^f the Golden Aft, was 

! com- 
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compofcd under the Aulouimt, 
It had the fame Original with 
the Aft of Lucimi ; fincc it. was 
extracted from the Two firft 
Books of Luciut olFalrat : But 
there is this Difference between 
them J that thefc Books were 
abridged by Xmc'uh , and aug- 
mented by Apiilcmt. The Work 
of this Philofophcr is Regular: 
For altho' he fccnis to .begin 
with his Infancy ;.: yet what is 
there faid, js only by way of 
Preface, and to excufc the Bar- 
barity of his Style The true 
Beginning of his Hiftory ,' is at 
his Voyage into Tbejptlia. He 
has given us an Idea of the Mh 
lepdii Fables in this, Piece, which 
he declares to ! bfc of the fame 
Sort. He has ; enriched, it.with 
EIc- 
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Elegant Epifodes ; and among 
others, with that of Fjycbe , 
which no one is ignorant of. 
He has taken no Care to re- 
trench the Smuttincfs of the O- 
riginals which he followed. His 
Style is that of a Sophilt, full of 
Affectation and violent Figures j 
hard, barbarous, and very beco- 
ming an African. 

Some arc of Opinion , that 
Chtthis Allium , a Pretender to 
the Empire, who was defeated 
by Scverm, did not difdain this 
Employment. Julius Citpilolimtt 
reports in his Life , that there 
were fcvcral Milcjian Fables un- 
der his Name in very great Re- 
putation, tho' but indifferently 
compofed : And that Severn* 
reproached the Senate, that they 
E had 
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•had commended him - fur a 
Learned Man ; whereas he at- 
tended to nothing but the M/- 
hfian Fables of Apulcius , and 
fpent all his Study in Old Wo- 
men's Tales, and Cuch other Tri- 
fles, and preferred them to more 
Serious Employments. 

Muriimtus Gipclla has ( like 
Fctrcnius) given the Name ot 
Satyr to his Work ; oceanic 
(like his) 'tis written in Vcrl'c 
and Prole ; and the Profitable 
and Entertaining Parts are very 
agreeably interwoven. His Du- 
lign is to treat of the Arts 
which have the Appellation of 
Liberal. Thence he takes a 
round-about Occafion , to con- 
fer a Pei foil upon cacli of them ; 
and fuppofing that Mercury ( who 
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is attended by them) efpoufes 
Philology, ( which is tile Love 
of Good Letters ) he gives her 
whatever is Excellent in thern, 
for a Nuptial Prefcnt : So that 
it is a continued Allegory, which 
properly docs not defcrve the 
Name of a Romance , but ra- 
ther that of a Fable. For, a9 
I have already obferved, a Fa- 
ble reprefents Things which ne- 
ver have, or ever can happen ; 
and a Romance takes Notice of 
Things which may , but never 
have happen'd. The Artifice of 
this Allegory is not very fubtlcj 
the Style is Barbarifm it felf; fo 
bold and extravagant in its Fi- 
gures , that they are unpardon- 
able in rhe mod Dclperate Poet, 
Tis difguifed with lb great an 
E a Ob- 
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Obfcurity, that 'lis hardly intel- 
ligible ; othcrwifc 'tis Learned, 
and full of Notions which are 
not common. 

Some write 3 that the Author 
was an African : If he was not, 
his hardi and forced Style would 
induce one to believe he was of 
that Country. The Time he li- 
ved in is unknown : It only ap- 
pears he was more Ancient than 
Jujliiiitw. 

Hitherto the Art of Roman- 
cing was maintained with fomc 
Splendor, but it foon decayed 
with Learning and the Empire : 
when the Furious Nations or 
the North difiiminatcd, with their 
Bodies, the Ignorance and Bar- 
barity of iheir Minds. Roman- ' 
ccs were hitherto compofed for 
De- 
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Delight. Fabulous Hiftories 
were now introduced , becaufe 
none were acquainted with the 
Truth. Taliefjiu, who lived a* 
bout the Middle of the Sixthc 
Age, under that King Artlmr f» 
famous in Romances ; and M<r/- 
kin, who was foinewhat young* - 
cr, writ the Hiftory of Eng- 
land, his Country, of King Ar* 
tlmr, and the Round Tabic, lif- 
Ixus, who has put them in his 
Catalogue, fpeaks of them, as 
of Authors filled with Fables. 
The fame may be faid of Hun- 
nibaldm Tremens, who (as feme 
relate) was Cotemporary with 
Clovis, and whofe Hiftory is no 
other but a Mafs of Lies grofly 
conceived. 

E 3 In 
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In fine, Sir, we come to the 
Famous Book of the Exploits 
of Charlemagne ; which fomc, 
with very little Ueafon, afcribc 
to the Archbifliop Tnrpin, tho' 
he lived above Two Hundred 
Years after the Tranfactions 
lie relates. Pigita , and fomc 
others, believe, ridiculoufly, that 
Romances took their Name from 
the Town of Rhe/ws , whereof 
lie was Archbifliop ; becaufc his 
Book ( as figna relates ) was 
the Original from whence the 
Romances of Frovence are de- 
rived ; and becaufc, according 
to others , be was one of the 
Principal Writers . of i Roman- 
ces.. 

How- 
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However, there arc many Hi- 
Aorics of the Life of Charle- 
magne, full of Extravagant Fa- 
bles, like that of Titrpm. Such 
were the Hi(torie« attributed to 
liarcon, and to Solcon Forlemait, 
to Savard the Sage, to Adcll A- 
tiding, and to John, Son of the 
King of the Frimclandcrs. All 
of them were of that Nation ; 
and are faid to have lived in the 
Time of Charlemagne. Such al- 
fo was the Hiltory attributed to 
Occott ; who, according to the 
common Opinion , was Cotem- 
porary with Otho the Great, and 
had Solcon beforementioned for 
his Great Uncle. Such were 
thofe which contained the At* 
chievcinents of King Arthur, and 
the Life of l/brlin. 

E 4 Thcfe 



104 The Original of 

Thcfe Diverting Hiftories pica- 
fed the Readers, who were more 
ignorant than thofe who compo- 
fed them. They did not, in 
thofc Days, trouble theinfclvcs 
with Refearchcs into Antiquity, 
and after being informed of the 
Truth of what they wrote. 
They had the Stuff in their own 
Headj and went no farther than 
their own Invention. Thus Hi- 
storians degenerated into True 
Romancers. 

In this Age of Ignorance^ the 
Latin Tongue, as well as Truth, 
was neglcftcd and defpifed. The 
Verfificrs, Compofcrs, Invcnters 
of Tales, Jeftcrs, and in fiiort, 
all of this Country who ftudied 
what they failed the Cay Science, 
began about the Time of Hugh 
Ca- 
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Capet, to fet upon Romancing 
with great Fury ; and foon o- 
ver-ran France , by difperfuig 
them. Thcfc Fables were com* 
pofed in the Roman Tongue : 
For formerly, rhofe of Trovcncc 
had more Learning and Poefy a- 
mong them , than all France be> 
fides. This Roman Tongue was 
that which the Roman} introdu- 
ced into Gaul } with their Con- 
qucfts. This was corrupted by 
Time, and the Admiflion of the 
Ganlijl) Language, which was 
before, amongft it : So that the ■ 
French, or Tudefqne, which foV- 
lowed, was neither Latin, Gaut- 
ijh, nor French , but a Medley . 
of -them all; However, the Lay 
tin was predominant in it; and 
for that Reafon, it continued to 
E 5 be 
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be called the Roman , to diftin- 
guifli it from tlie Particular and 
Natural Language of each Coun- 
try j as the French , Gaiilifi , 
or Celli'lite Aquitanic , Bctgic. For 
' .Cxfar writes , that thclc Three 
Languages were different among 
thcmfelvcs J which Slralio ex- 
plains, as different Di.ikfls of 
the fame Language. 

1 he Spaniards ufc the Word 
Romance in the fame Significati- 
on with us, and call their or- 
dinary Language by that Name. 
The Romain being then moft 
univerfally understood, thofc of 
Provence who apply'd thcmfelvcs 
to HcVions, made ufc of ic in 
their Writings , which from 
thence were called Romances. 
TQlte. Vcrfificis travelled abonr 
r. ,1, «lw- 
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the Country, and were very well 
rewarded ibr their Labours, and 
nobly entertained by Pcrfons ofi. 
Quality whom they vilttcd. Some 
of them would be fo transport- 
ed with Hearing their Perform- 
ances repeated, that they would" 
diveft rhcmfclves of their Robes, 
to adorn the Poets with them. . 
I hofe of Vnvcncc were not the 
only Pcrfons who delighted in. 
this Agreeable Amufement ; al- 
moft every County in France hacli 
thcir Romancers, even as far as 
Tituriy , which produced their 
Scrvtintms , Pieces treating of'; 
Love in a Satyrical way. 

From hence proceed the pro-- 
digious Number of Old Roman-- 
ccs, fome in Print; others' rota- 
ting in Private Libraries,! the reftx 
deftroy^- 
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dcftroyed by the Length of Time. 
Spain it feif, and Italy, which 
have been fo fruitful in Roman- 
ces, received the Art of Com- 
peting them from us. Ciraldi 
himfclf reports, " I may fay, 
" this Sort of Pocfy had its firft 
" Original from the French, and 
** perhaps had its Name from 
" thence. From them it after- 
" wards parted to the Sptm'f 
" aris ; and laft of all, it was 
" received by the Italians. 

The late Salmafius , whofe 
Memory I have in lingular Ve- 
neration , both for his Great 
Learning, and the Fricndfliip 
contracted between us ; was of 
Opinion, that Spain having learn- 
ed the Art of Komancing from 
the Arabians, did by tbeii Exan> 

Coo* P ,C 
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pic communicate it to the reft 
of Europe. But to admit this, 
we muft aflent , that Taliejp/i 
and ftklkin , both Englijb , and 
Hunnibaldus francm, (which are 
all of them believed to have 
compofed their Romances about 
the Year 550) arc more recent, 
by almoft 200 Years , than we 
can imagine. For the Revolt of 
Count Julian , and Entrance of 
the Arabians into Spain, happen- 
ed not till 9 1 of the Hcgira, or 
712 of our Saviour ; and feme 
Time muft be allowed for the 
Diffufing of thefe Romances in- 
to Spain, and for thofe which 
(as is pretended) the Spaniards 
niadc in Imitation of them ; to 
be difperfed throughout Europe. 
1 (hall not take , upon me to 
main- 
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maintain the Antiquity of thefc 
Writcts, tho' I have great Au- 
thority to do it, becaufc tlic 
common and received Opinion 
would fuppott me. 'Tis cer- 
tain that the Arabians were ex- 
tremely addicted, as I have made 
appear, to the Cay Science , 1 
mean, Pocfy , Fable , and FicYi- 
on. This Science was prefcrv'd 
in its Primitive Rodcnefs by 
.. them, till it was cultivated and 
improved by the Greeks. They 
brought it along with their 
Arms into Africa, when they 
fubducd if ; tho' it had before 
Aouriflied in that Country : For 
Ariflotle, and after him l'rifcian, 
make mention of the Libyc Fa- 
bles ; and the Romances of A- 
fttlciMS and Marliaims CafeUa, 
Goog botK' 
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both Africans, ( of whom 1 have 
fpoken ) (hew j that it was the 
Wit of thefe People, which ve- 
ry much conduced to fortify 
the Victorious Arabians in their 
Inclination. 

We are farther informal from 
Leo Afer and Marmol, that the 
African Arabians do ftill pallio- 
nately love Romantic Poefy ;. 
that they celebrate the Exploits 
of their Bubala in Vcrie and 
Profe, as we do thofe of our 
Arthur and Lancelot ; that their 
Moabiles compofc Ditties of 
Love : That in Fn, on Main- 
ntct's Birth-Day, the Poets have 
their Affemblics and Public Sports, 
and repeat Verfes to the Peo- 
ple '■ That whoever of them has 
the Approbation of the Audi- 
tors, , 
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tors , is created Prince of the 
Poets for that Year : That the 
■ Kings of the Houfe of Ban me- 
rinis, who have Reigned thefc 
Three Hundred Years, and which 
our Old Writers called Bellcma- 
rine, convene on a certain Day 
every Year the moft Able Judges 
of the City of Fe% , and enter- 
tain them with a Splendid Fcaft : 
after which the Poets repeat 
their Eulngmmt , in Honour of 
Mahomet : That the King con- 
fers on him who excels the reft, 
a Sum of Money , an Horfc, a 
Slave, and the Robes which him- 
felf wore that Day ; and that 
none of them arc difmiflcd with- 
out a. Reward.. 

Spain 

. ' . Google 
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Spain, when it had received 
the Yoke of the Arabians, learnt 
with their Manners the Cuftom of 
Singing Love-Vcrfcs, and Cele- ■■ 
brating the Actions of Great 
Men , after the Inftitution of 
the Bards among the Cauls. But 
thefc Songs, which they called 
Romances, were very different 
from what ptoperly defcrves 
that Name : Vor they were Po- 
ems compofed for Singing, and 
confequcntly very coucife. Some 
have made Collections of them j 
and many of them appear to 
be fo very Ancient, that they 
can hardly be understood. They 
have fometimes ferved to illu- 
ftratc and explain the Hiftories 
of that Countty, and to reduce 
the Events to the Order of Chro- 
nology. 
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nology. Their Romances arc 
much more modern , and not 
near of fo old a Date, as our 
Sir Trifraui'i and Sir Lancelot's, 
by fome Centuries of Years, 
Migtul e'e Cervame, one of the 
Bcft Wits Spain has produced, 
made a Fine and Judicious Cri- 
tic in his Don Quixote : the Cu- 
rate of Mancha , and Nicholas 
the Barber could fcarcc find , in 
fo vaft a Number, above Six 
which were worthy to be pre- 
ferred : The reft arc dclivcr'd 
to the Secular Arm of the Old Wife, 
to be committed to the Cruelty 
of the Flames. Thofe which 
they thought deferved to be 
kept, were the Four Books of 
Amadu de Caul ; which is faid 
to 
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to be the firft Romance of Chi- 
valry which was printed in Spaing 
and the Model, and Bed of all 
the other. 

Talmcrin of England, which 
feme believe was compofed 
bv a King of Torlugal , met 
with an Eafy Sentence, to be 
put in a Box like that of Da- 
tins, wherein Alexander kept the 
Works of Homer. Don Belia- 
nit , the Mirror of Chivalry , 
Tiranic the While, and Kyrie E- 
leifon of Mmitauban, (for in thofe 
Good Old Times it was belie- 
ved, that Kyrie Elcifm, and 'Pa- 
ralipomenon, were the Names of 
fomc Saints) where the Subtleties 
of Madam Pleafitre-of-myLife, 
and the Love and Intrigues of 
the Widow Kepofada, are high- 

v ,:-,. ■ ly 
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ly extolled. But all this is Mo- 
dern, if compared to the Old 
Romances j which were in all 
Probability the Models and O- 
riginals of thefe, as the Con- 
formity of the Works , and 
Ncarnefs of the Nation may 
pcrfuade. He alfo gives his 
Cenfure upon the Romances in 
Vcrfe, and other Poems found 
in the Library of Don Qiiixol ; 
but this is foreign to our Sub- 
ject. 

If any object, that as we re- 
ceived the Aft of Rhyming from 
the Arabians , 'tis credible we 
had the Art of Romances from 
them ; fince the grcatcft Part of 
cur Old Romances were in 
Rhyme ; and that the Cultom 
of the Pcrfons of Quality a- 
mong 
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mong Us, to give their Vcftincnts 
to Poets , which continues to 
this Day in Ufc at Fn. , con- 
firms this Sufpicion : I anfwer J 
That it is not impofliblc that we 
fiiouM receive Rhymes from the 
Arabians , and in Imitation of 
them, apply them to Romances. 
Ill allow farther, that the In- 
clination we then hail for Ro- 
mances, might be enhanced and 
fortified by their Example ; and 
that our Art of Romancing (as 
is probable ) was enriched, and 
improved , by the Communica- 
tion of Wars we were engaged 
in with Spain : But all this does 
not conclude, that wc were in- 
debted to them fot our Incli- 
nation to this Arc ; fince 'twas in 
Ufe 
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Ufe with us, bcforc'twas known 
among them. 

This Rcalon docs farther ob- 
lige me not to believe, that the 
Princes of France took tile Cu- 
ftom of Diverting themfclvcs of 
their Garments , in Favour of 
the Poets , from the Arabian 
Kings. I rather think, that each 
of them were arfe&cd with the 
Kxccllent Works they heard re- 
peated, and could not rcitrain 
themfclvcs from difpenfing their 
Liberality immediately ,and made 
ufe of their Garments , becaufe 
they were neareft at Hand j as 
wc • read of fomc Saints , who 
have done flic fame to the Poor : 
And that this Cultoin , which ; 
was received into tftiuce by Ac- ! 
cident, 
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cidcnt, and is continued in ftx, 
may have been introduced into 
both the 1'laces by Chance. 

It is very credible , that the 
Italians were firft induced to 
compofe Romances , by the Ex- 
amples of thole in 'Provence, 
when the Popes fat at Avignon, 
and perhaps by that of other 
Diviiions of the French, when 
the Normans and Charles Earl of - 
Anjoit, (Brother to St. Lortis) a 
Viituoib Prince, a Lover of Po- 
etry, and a Poet himfclf, made 
War in Italy. For the Normans 
rould not refrain thcmfelvcs 
from the Polite Science. Hi- 
ftory reports , they funp the 
Exploits of Roland, before they 
got that Memorable Battel , which 
gave the Crown of England to 

mm. 
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William the Bajiarel. All Europe 
was then overwhelmed with 
Darkncfs and Ignorance, but 
France, England, and Germany 
much lefs than Italy, which then 
produced but a fmall Number 
of Writers, and fcarce any Au- 
thors of Romances. Thofc of 
that Country, who had a Mind 
to diftinguilh theinfclvcs by 
•Learning and Knowledge, came 
for it to the Uuiverfity of Pa- 
ris , which was the Mother of 
Sciences, and Nutfe to the Learn- 
ing of Europe. St. Thomas Aqui- 
nas, St. Bonavcnliirc , the Poets 
Danfcy and Boccace , came thi- 
ther to ftudy ; and the Prcli- 
dent Faiuhil produces, that the 
Jaft of them took a great Part 
of his Novels from Trench Ro- 
mances, 

. . Goo s lc 
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manccs ; and that Petrarch, and 
the other Italian Poets, have ri- 
fled for their Richcft Fancies, 
the Songs of Thibaiid King of 
Navarre, Gace't Briiflh,, Chajic- 
la'm de Corey, and the Old French 
Romances. Twas then, in my 
Opinion, that the Italians learn- 
ed from us the Science of Ro- 
mance; which, by their own 
Confcflion , is to be afcribed to 
us , as well as that of Rhy- 
ming. 

Thus Spain and Italy received 
from us an Art, which was the 
Effect of our Ignorance and Bar- 
barity, and which the Politertcfs 
of the TerjiaiU, loniaiis ■', and 
Crcekt had produced. AsNc- 
ceflity engages usj in a Dearth 
of Bread, to fuftain our Bodies 
F with 
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with Herbs and Roots ; fo when 
the Knowledge of Truth, which 
is the Proper and Natural Ali- 
ment of the Mind , begins to 
fail, we have Recourfe to Falf- 
hood , which is the Imitation of 
Truth. As in Plenty wc rcfufc 
Bread , and our ordinary Vi- 
ands , for Ragoufts ; fo our 
Minds, when acquainted with 
the Truth , forfake the Study 
and Speculation of it , to be 
entertained with its linage, which 
is Fiflion. This Imitation , ac- 
cording to Arifiotlc, is often more 
agreeable than the Original it 
felf ; fo that two oppofitcly dif- 
ferent Paths, which arc Igno- 
rance and Learning, Rudencfs 
and Politencfs, do often condufl 
us to the fame End ,' which is, 
an 
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an Application to Fiflions, Fa- 
bles, and Romances. Hence it 
is, that the nioft Barbarous Na- 
tions are taken with Romantic 
Inventions , as well as the moll 
Refined. The Originals of all 
the Savages of America , and 
particularly thofe of Tern, are 
nothing but Fables ; no more 
arc thofc of the Goths, which they 
wrote in their Ancient Runic 
Characters, upon great Stones ; 
the Remains of which I my felf 
have fecn in Denmark. And if 
any Thing were left us of the 
Works, which the hards among 
the Ancient Cauls compofed, to 
eternize the Memory of their 
Nation, I don't qucftion but we 
Ihould find them enriched with 
Abundance of Fictions. 

F 3 This 
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This Inclination to Fables, 
which is common to all Men, 
is not the Rcfult of Rcafon, I. 
irritation, or Cuftom. 'Tis Na- 
tural to them, and has its Scat in 
the very Frame and Difpofition 
of their Soul. For the Defirc 
of Knowledge is particular to 
Man, and diftingui/hes him from 
Bcafts no lefs than his Rcafon. 
Nay we may obfervc in other 
Creatures fomc Rude Impreifi- 
ons of this ; whereas the De- 
firc of Understanding is Peculi- 
ar to Us only. 

The Rcafon of this, accord- 
ing to my Opinion, is ; bc- 
caufc the Faculties of the Soul 
arc of too Vaft an Extent, to 
be fupplicd by the Prefent Ob- 
jects , fo that 'tis obliged to 
have I 
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have rccourfc to what's paft, 
and to come, in Truth and in, 
Fictions, in Imaginary Spaces 
and Impoflibilitics, for Objects 
to exert it felf upon. The Ob- 
jects of Scnfc fill the Dcfircs of 
the Soul of Brutes , who have 
no farther Concern ; fo that wc 
can't difcovcr in them thefe rtit- 
Icfs Emotions , which continu- 
ally actuate the Mind of Man, 
and carry it into the Purfuit 
of-a recent Information, to pro- 
portion (if pofliblc) the Object 
to the Faculty ; and enjoy a 
Plcafure, refcmbling that which 
we perceive in the Appealing 
a' Violent Hunger, and Extin- 
guinYuig a Corroding Thirft. 
This is that which 'Plato in- 
tends, in the Marriage of Dt- 
, ■ ■' F 3, rw 
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rus and Feata, (in which Terms 
he would exprefs Riches and Po- 
verty, ) which produces exqui- 
fice Plcafure. The ObjcS is 
/tgnified by Riches, which are 
not fo hut in Ufc and Intenti- 
on j othcrwifc they are Unfi uit- 
ful, and afford r.o Delight. Th; 
Faculty is intended by Poverty ; 
which is ftcrile, and always at- 
tended by Inquietude, while 'tis 
feparated from Riches j whereas 
its Union wirh them , fiipplies 
the Highcft Satisfaction. The 
Cafe is the fame with our Souls : 
Poverty, the fame with Igno- 
rance, is Natural to it ; it fighs 
continually after Science, which 
is its Riches ; and when 'tis pof- 
fcfs'd of this Enjoyment , it 
feels the greatcft Pleafurc. But 
this 

.„, C.oo s lc 
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this Pleafure is not always equal J 
it often is the Purchafe of much 
Labour and Difficulty : As when 
the Soul applies it felf to Intri- 
cate Speculations , and Occult 
Sciences , the Matter whereof is 
not prefent to our Senfes ; where 
the Imagination, which afts with 
Facility, has a Lefs Part in the 
Purfuit than the Understanding, 
whofe Operations are more Ve- 
hement and Intcnfe : And be- 
caufe Labour is naturally te- 
dious , the Soul is not carried to 
Hard and Spinous Learning, un- 
lets in Profpeft of foine Advan- 
tage, or Hopes of fomc remote 
Amufcinent , or clfe by Ncceflt- 
ty. But the Knowledge which 
attrafts and delights it molt, is 
that which is acquired without 
F 4 Pain - 
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Pain, and where the Imagina- 
tion alone ails on Subjcfts which 
fall under our Scnfe, ravifh our 
Paflions, and are great Movers 
in all the Affairs of Life. Such 
arc Romances , which require 
no great Intention or Difpcnfe 
of Mind , to undcrftand them. 
No long Rcafonings arc exact- 
ed , the Memory is not over- 
burthened : Nothing is demand- 
ed, but Fancy and Imagination. 
They move our PaQions ; but 
'tis on purpofe to footh and 
calm them again : They excite 
neither Fear nor Compaffion ; 
nnlcfs it be to difplay to us 
the Pleafurc of feeing thofc wc 
^vcre ^fraid , or conccrn'd for, 
out of the Reach of Danger or 
Diftrefs. In fnort, all our Emo- 
..;■ j , tions 
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tions there find rlicmfelvcs agree- 
ably provoked and appealed. 

'Tis hence j that thofc who 
aft more by Rcafon than PaGi- 
on, and labour more with their 
Imagination than Undcrfianding, 
are afFeftcd by them ;* tho' thefc 
other are touched by them too, 
but after another manner. Thefc 
arc touched by the Beauties of 
Art, which amufe the Under- 
standing ; but the former, Ig- 
norant and Simple, are fcnfible 
of no more than what itrikes 
upon the Imagination, and ftirs 
their Pafiions. They love the 
Fiction, and enquire no farthcr- 
Now Fictions being nothing but 
Narrations, True in Appearance, 
and Falfc in Reality ; the Minds 
of the Simple , who difcern on- 

f 5 ly 



1 30 The Original of 

ly the Difguifc, arc pleafed and 
highly fatisficd with this Shew 
of Truth. Eut thofc who pe- 
netrate farther, and fee into the 
Solid , arc cafily difguftcd with 
the Falfity : So that the Firft 
love Falfliood , becaufc 'tis con- 
cealed under an Appearance of 
Truth ; the Latter arc diftaftcd 
with the Image of Truth , be- 
caufc of the Real Forgery which 
is couched under it ; unlefs it 
be varniflicd with Ingenuity, 
Subtilty, and InftrucVion , and 
recommends it fclf by the Ex- 
cellency of Invention and Art. 
St. Auguftin makes this Obfcrva- 
tion fomewherc ; ' That thefc 
* Falfttics which carry a Signi- 
' fication, and fuggeft an Hid- 
' den Meaning, arc not Lies, 
'but 
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' but the Figures of Truth j 
c which the moft Wile and Ho- 
' ly 1'erfons, and even our Sa-' 
' -j'nur himfelf, have ufed upon 
' Honourable and Pious Occa- 
' lions. 

Since then 'tis true , that Lies 
commonly flow from Ignorance, 
and the Grofsnefs of our Intel- 
lect ; and that this Inundation 
of the Barbarians , who itl'ucd 
from the North, fpread over all 
Europe, and plunged it into fuch 
profound Ignorance, as it could 
not clear it fclf from, within the 
Space of Two Ages ; is it noc 
then probable, that this Igno- 
rance cauled the fame Effect in 
Europe, which it had produced 
every where betides ? And is it 
not vain to enquire for that in 
Chance, 



1 5- The Original of 

Chance,, which we find in Na- 
ture ? There is then no Reafon 
to contend , , but that French, 
German, and Englijjj Romances, 
and all the Fables of the North, 
arc the Fruits of thofc Coun- 
tries, and npt imported from 
Abroad : That ,thcy never had 
other Qriginals than the Hifto- 
rics (tufFcd with Falfitics, and 
made in Obfcurc Ignorant Times, 
when there was neither Indufrry 
nor Curiofity to difcovcr the 
Truth of Things, nor Art to 
defcribe it, if 'twas found : That 
thefe Hiitories have been well 
received by the Unpoliflicd and 
Half-barbarous People ; and that 
the Hlftorians thereupon took 
upon them the Liberty to pre-, 
. . '. ' . fent 
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fcnt than with what was pure- 
ly forged, which were the Ro- 
mances. 

Tis a common Opinion, that 
Hiftories have formerly been cal- 
led by this Title , which is fincc 
applied only to Fictions ; which, 
is an Irrefragable Tcftimony that, 
the one proceeded from the 
other. 

, " Romances, (faith Pigaa), 
" according to the Common 
" Opinion in France, were the 
" Aimtls : And becaufe the Hi- 
" ftory of the War, which was 
" publiflicd fucceflivcly , liad 
" that Name ; fome afterward^ 
" who neglected the Truth, 
" ( howfoevcr Fabulous rhey 
"were) gave their Writing? 
" the fame Name. 

Slrabo, 
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Strabo, in a Paflage I have al- 
ready alledged, faith, That the 
Hiftorics of the hledet , Perji- 
atis y and Syrians, have defei'ved 
but little Credit j fincc thofe 
who wrote them , when they 
faw the Inventers of Fables in 
great Efteem, believed they might 
Efhblifh a Reputation, by wri- 
ting Fables in the Form of Hi- 
ftorics, which were the fame 
with Romances. Whence wc 
may conclude, that Romances 
had ( in i all Probability ) the 
fame Original with us, which 
they formerly had with other. 
People. 

But to return to the Trcitba-, 
dours , or Irowverrcs , ( for fo 
they called their Poets) of Fro- 
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vencc , who were the Princes of 
Romancing in France. Their 
Myftcry was fo generally appro- 
ved of, that all the Counties of 
France had Perfons of that Pro- 
feflion. 

The Eleventh Age produced 
a Matchlefs Number of them, 
both in Profe and Verfe. Ma- 
ny of their Works are prefer- 
ved, in Spite cf the Envy of 
Time. Of this Number were 
the Romances of Carin le Lo- 
lieran, of Triflrtm, Lancelot, Dn 
hake, Si. Crcal, Merlin, Arthur, 
Ferceval , Fcneforeji , and of 
moft of thofe 137 Poets who 
lived before the Year 1.300, who 
have received the Cenfure of 
the Prcfident Faucbet. 

I (hall 
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1 (hall not undertake to rcprc- 
fent them in a Catalogue ; not 
examine '. whether the AmaHis de 
Gaul were originally from Spain, 
Flanders, or France ; and whe- 
ther the Romance of Ficl 1)le. 
fpiegcl be a Tranflation from the 
German ; or in what Language 
the Romance of the Seven Wife 
Men of Greece was firfl written j 
or that- of Dolopal bos , which 
fome fay was extracted from the 
Parables of Sandaber the Indian. 
Some fay 'tis to be found in 
Greek in fome Libraries ; which 
has furnilhcd the Matter of an 
Italian Book call'd Fraflns, (and 
of many of lioccace his Novels 
as the fame Faucbet has remark-' 
ed) which was written in La- 
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tin by John Morck, of the Ab- 
by de ILmtcj'cluc , whereof An- 
cient Copies are to be feen ; and 
tranflatcd into French by the 
Clerk Hubert, about the End of. 
the Twelfth Age, and into High 
Dutch about Three Hundred 
Years afterwards ; and an Hun- 
dred Years after that, from High. 
Dutch into htttiti again , by a 
Learned Hand, who changed 
the Names of it, and was igno- 
rant that the Dutch had coine 
from the Latin. . . . 

It fiiall fuffice if I tell you, 
chat all thefc Works which Ig- 
norance has given Birth to, car-: 
ricd along with them the;Marks 
of their Original , and were no- 
other than a Complication of 
Fifti- 
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Fifiions , grofsly caft together 
in the qreateft Gonfufion, and 
infinitely fliort of the Excellent 
Degree of Art and Elegance, 
to which the French Nation is 
now arrived in Romances. 'Tis 
truly a Subjcft of Admiration, 
that we, who have yielded to 
others the Bays for Epic Poetry, 
and Hiftory, have nevertheless 
advanced thefc to fo high a Per- 
fection , that the Bcft of theirs 
are not Equal to the Mcancft of 
ours. 

We owe (I believe) this Ad- 
vantage to the Refinement and 
Politcnefs of our Gallantry ; 
which proceeds, in my Opini- 
on, from the great Liberty which 
the Men of France allow to the 
Ladies. 
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Ladies. They arc in a manner 
Rcclufcs in Italy and Spain ; and 
feparated from Men by fo ma- 
ny Obftaclcs, that they arc fcarcc 
to be fcen , and not to be fpo- 
ken with at all. Hence the Men 
have ncglcQed the Art of En- 
gaging die Tender Sex, becaufc 
the Occafions of it are fo rare. 
All the Study and Eulinefs there, 
is to furmount the Difficulties 
of Accefs ; when this is effccl- 
ed, they make Ufe of the Time, 
without amufiug thcmfelves with 
' Forms. But in France, the La- 
dies go at large upon their Pa» 
role ; and being under no Cu- 
ftody but that of their own 
Heart, creel it into a Fort, 
more ftrong and fecurc than 
all 
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all tlic Keys, Grates , and Vigi- 
lance of the Dtmcgnas. The 
Men arc obliged to make a Re- 
gular and Formal Ailault againft 
this Fort , to employ fo much 
Induftry and Addrcfs to reduce 
it, that they have formed it in- 
to an Art fcarcc known to other 
Nations. 

'Tis this Art which diftin- 
guiflics the French from other 
Romances , and renders the 
Reading of them fo Delici- 
ous , that they caufc more Pro- 
fitable Studies to be ncglcft-l 
ed. 

- The Ladies \yerc firft taken 
with this Lure : They made 
Romances their Study ; and 
have defpifed the Ancient Fa- 
ble 
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blc and Hiftoiy fo .far , that 
they now no longer underhand 
thofe Works, from which they 
received their greatcft Embcllifh- 
ments : And left they fliould 
blufli at this Ignorance, which 
they find thcmfelvcs fo often 
guilty of J they perceive they 
had better difapprove what they 
don't know, than take the Pains 
to learn it. ' .■'•..: .'■.., , ■■ 
The Men , 1 in Complaifancc, 
have imitated them ; condemn- 
ed what they difliked , and call 
that Pedantry , which made an 
•Eflential Part of Politencfs, e- 
ivcii in Malberbc's Time. The 
I'octs, and other French Writers 
who fucccedcd , have been con- 
ftraincd to fubmlt to this Arbl- 
> tration : 
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tration ; ■ and many of them, 
obfcrving that the Knowledge 
of Antiquity would be of no 
Advantage to them, have ceafcd 
to ftudy what they durft not 
pra&ifc : Thus a very Good 
Caufc has produced an 111 Ef- 
fect ; and the Beauty of our 
Romances has drawn upon them 
the Contempt of Good Letters, 
and confequently Ignorance. 

I don't, for all this , pretend 
to condemn the Reading of 
them. The Bcft Things in the 
World arc attended with their 
Inconvcniencies ; Romances too 
may have much worfe than 
Ignorance. I know what 
they are accufed for : They 
cxhauft our Devotion, and in- 
fpirc | 

Cooglc ' 
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fpire us with Irregular Paflions, 
and corrupt our Manners. All 
this may be , and fometimes 
docs happen. But what can't 
Evil and Degenerated Minds 
make an 111 Ufc of.' Weak 
Souls arc contagious to them- 
felvcs, and make Poyfon of c- 
vcry Thing. Hiftorics muft be 
forbidden , which relate fo ma- 
ny Pernicious Examples ; and 
the Fable mult undergo the fame . 
Fate ; for there Crimes are au- 
thorised by the Practice of the 
Gods. 

A Marble Statue, which was 
adored by the Publick Devoti- 
m\ of the Heathens, incited the 
Pafiion, Brutality, and Dcfpair 
of a Youpg Man. 

Clierea, 

1 Ctuyli' 
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Cherea, in Terence, fortifies 
himfclf in a Criminal Dcfign, 
at the Sight of a Pifture of 
Jupiter, which drew the Reve- 
rence of all other SpeSators. 

Little Regard was had to So- 
briety of Manners, in moft Part 
of the Creek and Old French 
Romances, by Rcafon of the 
Vice of the Times in which 
they were compofed. Even the 
. Alirea, and feme others which 
have followed, arc Liccntibus. 
But the Modern Romances (I 
fpeak of the Good ones) are io 
far from this Fault, that you'll 
fcarce find an Exprefilon, or 
Word, which may (hock Chaftc 
Ears, or one fingleAcVton which 
may'givc Offence toMbdeity. • 
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If any one objcfi ; That Love 
is treated of in a Manner fi> 
Soft and Inilnuating , that the 
Bait of this Dangerous Paflion: 
invades too eafily the Tender 
Hearts : I anfwcr , That it is fo- 
far from being Dangerous, that 
it is in fomc Rcfpefis Necctia- 
ry, that the Young People of 
the World (hould be acquainted' 
with it ; that they may ftop 
their Ears to that which is Cri- 
minal, and be better fortified! 
againft its Artifices j and know 
their Conduit, in that which; 
has an Honeft and Sacred End^ 
Thi3 is fo true, that Experience 
lays before us , that fuch As are- 
leaft acquainted with Love, arc- 
the rnoft unguarded to its Af- 
i C faults, 
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faults, that the moft Ignorant 
are the fooneft decoyed. Add 
to this, that Nothing fo much 
refines and poliflies Wit ; Nc- 
thing conduces fo much to the 
Forming and Advancing it to 
the Approbation of the World, 
as the Reading of Romances. 
Thefe are the Dumb Tutors, 
which fuccced thofc of the Col- 
lege, and teach us how to Live 
and Speak by a more Perfuafive 
and Instructive Method than 
their'tj who deferve the Com- 
plement of Hornet upon the I- 
liad, ' That it teaches Morality 

* more effefiually, than the Prc- 

* ccpts of the moft Able PhK 

* lofopbers. 

Mon- 
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Monfieur V "Vrfee was the 
firft who retrieved them from 
Barbarity, and reduced them to 
Rules, in his Incomparable A- 
ftrea, The moil Ingenious and 
Polite Work which has appear- 
ed in this Kind, and which E- 
clipfed the Glory which Greece^ 
Italy and Sfaia, had acquired.-. 
However, he has not difcou- 
raged thole who come after him. 
to undertake what he has per- 
formed. He has not fo far en- 
grafted the Public Admiration,, 
but that fomc are ft'dl left for 
the many Excellent Romances 
which difplayed themfelves in 
France fince His. 

G * None 
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None can, without Amaze- 
ment, read thofe which a Maid, 
as Illultrious in her ModcAy, as 
her Merit , has publiihed under 
a Borrowed Name ; depriving 
her fclf fo Gcncroufly of that 
Glory which was her Due, and 
not fceking for a Reward , but 
in her Virtue ; as if while She 
took fo much Trouble for the 
Honour of our Nation , She 
would fpare that Shame to Our 
Sex. But Time has done her 
that JuAicc, which She denied 
her fclf; and has informed us, 
that the Illuftrious Balla, Grand 
Cyrus, and CLIia , are the Per- 
formances of Madam tie Sni- 
dery : That the Art of making 
Romances, which might defend 
it 
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